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By Sarita Villafranca Richmond, Editor
“Oh, we love the halls of Nazareth that surround us 

here today, and we will not forget, tho’ we be far, far 
away….” “The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth” is a beloved 
song that has been sung for decades by the Sisters and 
students of Nazareth Academy. It was re-written from the 
well-known tune, “Halls of Ivy”. Generations of families 
have walked “The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth” over 

the past one hundred 
fifty years. Religious and 
lay teachers have given 
hours of their time and 
tireless efforts to instill 
Catholic values and a 
strong academic founda-
tion in the students. 

The birth of a Catho-
lic School in Victoria be-
gan with the answer to a 
call from God by Mother 
St. Claire Valentine. She 

and 5 Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament, 
originally from France 
and Ireland, came from 
Brownsville, Texas, to 
Victoria. They arrived 
on December 21, 1866, 
in Victoria, to establish 
a convent and school; 
seventeen days later, on 
January 7, 1867, “The 

Convent School” with 55 students in attendance opened.   
In 1880, the school was chartered with the name, The 
“Academy of Nazareth” and was later changed to “Naza-
reth Academy” in 1921.  From 1866 to now, these Sisters 
have dedicated their lives to the education and futures of 
the children they have taught.

 The early 1900’s was a difficult time in Victoria with 
the Depression, 
World War II, 
and health epi-
demics, such as 
polio, which was 
a threat to every-
one’s well being.  
Families, how-
ever, sacrificed 
and found a way 
to send their chil-
dren to Catho-
lic School.  The 
Smolik family 
was one of these 
families deter-
mined to send 
their children to 

Catholic School.  Emily 
Smolik Buckert, class of 
1942 is one of the old-
est living graduates of 
Nazareth Academy. She 
was one of 9 children 
who were educated by 
the IWBS Sisters.  Her 
graduating class had 12 girls, 4 of whom were postulants, 
studying to become Sisters.  When speaking with her about 
her school days at Nazareth Academy, she beamed with 
joy and excitement, raving about her fondest memories 
and favorite teachers.  Mrs. Buckert said, “The nuns were 
very strict; they meant what they said; but they were lov-
ing, fabulous teachers.”  She also shared, “Sister Paul was 
my English teacher in high school.  I remember things 
she taught me about writing.  She was outstanding; she 

was my idol.” Mrs. Buckert 
finished school at Nazareth and 
wrote a column called “Good 
Taste” for the Victoria Advocate 
for many years. She shared that 
she attributes her success as a 
writer to Sister Paul. She also 
said, “The nuns were so good to 
us. We cried when we graduated.  
I thought it was the best school 
in town and still do!” 

Many Nazareth Academy 
alumni return to Nazareth with their own children 
in hopes that they will receive the foundation 
and education that only a Catholic school can 
provide.  Mrs. Buckert and her husband H. Fred 
Buckert, whom she was married to for 69 years 
before he passed in 2016, also chose to send 
their children Dr. Phylis Buckert Canion (Class 
of 1970), Vivian Buckert Boyd, Byron Buckert 
and Kai Buckert to Nazareth Academy.  When 
visiting with Mrs. Buckert’s daughters, they 

“The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth” 

Original doors that lead 
to the old auditorium.

Pictured center is Mrs. Emily Smolik Buckert with 
her daughters (left) Vivian Boyd and (right) Dr. 
Phylis Canion who all attended Nazareth Acad-
emy.  Top right, is Emily in her senior picture at 
Nazareth in 1942.

Nazareth Academy, 
convent and school, 
was built in 1904.

See “The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth”
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Bishop Brendan
Cahill

 A Shepherd’s
Message

Ordained as Bishop June 29, 2015

Recognizing the Instrument of Light

Obispo Brendan
Cahill

 Mensaje 
del pastor
Ordenado como obispo 
el 29 de junio de 2015

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
This past Fall the Office of Catholic 

Schools hosted a “Learn and Lunch” with 
me and a large group of Third Graders.  
The teachers asked me to prepare a les-
son reflecting on my own experiences 
as a Third Grader.  In preparing for this 
I remembered that when I was in Third 
Grade I was sick a lot, and even spent a 
week in November of that year in Texas 
Children’s Hospital.  One of my strong 
memories of the hospital was the presence 
of some Incarnate Word Sisters with my 
parents.  I don’t imagine they could have 

been there 24 hours a day, but I definitely 
knew they were supporting my family and 
praying for my health. 

On February 2 of each year the entire 
Church prays especially in gratitude for 
the women and men who have answered 
“yes” to the call to Consecrated Life. By 
the term consecrated we acknowledge 
that in a special way each one has been 
set apart, and made a promise to live a 
simple, chaste and obedient life for the 
glory of God.  The reason that the Church 
selects February 2 each year is because 
this is the Feast of the Presentation. On 

the day that his parents presented the 
baby Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem 
the prophet Simeon cried out: “my eyes 
have seen your salvation, … , a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.”  Jesus is the Light that 
brings healing to all nations, and the men 
and women who have said “yes” to the 
call to Consecrated Life are instruments 
of that healing Light.

I mentioned in the first paragraph how 
the Incarnate Word Sisters in Houston 
brought encouragement and healing to 
my family when I was in the hospital as 
a child.  In our diocese we are blessed 
by the active witness of the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacra-
ment, the Missionary Catechists of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and the 
Dominican Sisters.  On February 2 of this 
year I will be in Jerusalem on the Feast 
of the Presentation and I will offer the 
Mass for these Sisters who are a Light 
for us.  May the Light of Christ continue 
to shine in their hearts, especially those 

Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas,
Este otoño pasado la Oficina de Es-

cuelas Católicas organizó un “Learn and 
Lunch” (Aprender y Almorzar) conmigo 
y un grupo grande de niños de tercer año 
de primaria. Los maestros me pidieron que 
preparara una lección reflexionando sobre 
mi propia experiencia como estudiante del 
tercer grado. En la preparación de esto 
recordé que cuando yo estaba en el tercer 
grado que yo estaba enfermo mucho, y 
pasé una semana en noviembre de ese año 
en el Hospital Infantil de Texas. Uno de 
mis recuerdos fuertes del hospital fue la 
presencia de algunas Hermanas del Verbo 
Encarnado con mis padres. No creo que 
ellas podrían haber estado allí las 24 horas 
del día, pero definitivamente sabía que 
estaban apoyando a mi familia y orando 
por mi salud. 

El 2 de febrero de cada año toda la 

Reconociendo el Instrumento de Luz
Iglesia reza especialmente en agradeci-
miento a los hombres y las mujeres que 
han respondido “sí” a la llamada a la vida 
consagrada. Por el término consagrado 
reconocemos que de una manera especial 
cada uno ha sido apartado, y hicieron una 
promesa de vivir una vida sencilla, casto 
y obediente para la gloria de Dios. La 
razón por la que la Iglesia selecciona el 
2 de febrero de cada año se debe a que es 
la fiesta de la Presentación. El día en que 
sus padres presentaron al niño Jesús en el 
templo de Jerusalén, el profeta Simeón 
gritó: “mis ojos han visto a su salvación, 
..., una luz para alumbrar a las naciones y 
gloria de tu pueblo Israel.” Jesús es la luz 
que trae la curación a todas las naciones, 
y los hombres y las mujeres que han dicho 
“sí” a la llamada a la vida consagrada son 
instrumentos de esa luz curativa.

He mencionado en el primer párrafo de 

cómo las Hermanas del Verbo Encarnado 
en Houston trajieron apoyo y sanación a 
mi familia cuando yo estaba en el hospi-
tal cuando era niño. En nuestra diócesis 
somos bendecidos por el testigo activo 
de las Hermanas del Verbo Encarnado 
y Santísimo Sacramento, las Misioneras 
Catequistas de los Sagrado Corazón de 
Jesús y María y las Hermanas Domini-
cas. El 2 de febrero de este año estaré en 
Jerusalén en la fiesta de la Presentación 
y voy a ofrecer la misa para estas herma-
nas que son una luz para nosotros. Que 
la Luz de Cristo siga brillando en sus 
corazones, en especial aquellas que han 
servido muchos años y aquellas que están 
considerando ahora el llamado a servir en 
sus comunidades.

Mientras escribo esto, también tengo 
en cuenta de que la Cuaresma es a la 
vuelta de la esquina. Es posible que desee 
empezar a pensar en lo que va a hacer 

who have served many years and those 
who are considering now a call to serve 
in their communities.

As I’m writing this I also realize that 
Lent is right around the corner.  You may 
want to begin to consider what you will 
be doing in Lent this year to prepare your-
self for the celebration of Easter.  In this 
issue you will see a mention of a Lenten 
faith-sharing booklet for small groups 
called “Disciples on the Journey.”  I’m 
a little biased since I wrote the reflection 
for the First Sunday of Lent – but I think 
this may be a good way to do something 
extra to focus on prayer and spirituality 
in the Lenten season.    

Again, I want to particularly thank 
each of you who has committed to pray 
the Rosary for the gift of peace in the 
world and for the family.  As St. John 
Paul II invited us to pray this faithfully, I 
believe we can maintain our confidence in 
the power of this prayer – more than we 
ever know!  May God bless you and your 
families, let’s keep each other in prayer.

+Brendan

DIOCESEThe Catholic Lighthouse
Page 2 —February 2017

en la Cuaresma este año para prepararse 
para la celebración de la Pascua. En esta 
edición, verá una mención de un folleto 
para compartir la fe de Cuaresma para 
grupos pequeños llamado “Discípulos en 
el Camino.” Soy un poco parcial desde 
que escribí la reflexión para el Primer 
Domingo de Cuaresma- pero creo que 
esto puede ser una buena manera de hacer 
algo extra para centrarse en la oración y la 
espiritualidad en el tiempo de Cuaresma.    

Una vez más, quiero dar las gracias en 
especial a cada uno de ustedes que se  han 
comprometido a rezar el rosario por el don 
de la paz en el mundo y para la familia. 
Como San Juan Pablo II nos invita a orar 
con fidelidad, creo que podemos mantener 
nuestra confianza en la eficacia de esta 
oración - más de lo que sabemos! Que 
Dios bendiga a ustedes y sus familias, va-
mos a mantener uno al otro en la oración.

 + Brendan

Lent begins
March 1 

with Ash Wednesday.

Cuaresma comienza 
el 1 de marzo con el 
miércoles de ceniza.

dias

40

de Cuaresma
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World Day for Consecrated Life 
will be celebrated nation-wide 
in the Church on Thursday, 
February 2, 2017 and in parishes 
on the weekend of February 4-5, 
2017. Please pray for all those 
who have made commitments in 
the consecrated life, and be sure 
to thank them on their special 
day. May they continue to be 
inspired by Jesus Christ and re-
spond generously to God’s gift 
of their vocation.

DSA update

2016 Diocesan Services Appeal 
Diocesan Goal:                        $ 1,936,221.00
Parish Pledge Totals:            $ 921,013.35
Parish Contribution Totals:  $ 868,330.77
Number of Parish 
Families Participating:                      3,022

EL CAMPO/NADA—Evelyn Rose 
Canik Korenek, formerly of Nada, died 
at the age of 90 on 
January 24, 2017 
at the SPJST Se-
nior Living Cen-
ter in Hillje.

Evelyn was 
born on Decem-
ber 24, 1926 in 
Frelsburg to Joe 
and Mary Pavlicek Canik. She married 
Leonard Leopold Korenek on February 4, 
1947; they were the proud parents of nine 
children. She was a great cook, gardener, 
seamstress and quilter.

Evelyn is survived by her children, 
Sister Evelyn Korenek of Victoria, Leon-
ard (Judy) Korenek of Wharton, Angeline 
(Gary) Wendel of Louise, Allen (Arlene) 
Korenek of Bay City, Stephen (Patricia) 
Korenek of El Campo, Kenneth (Donna) 
Korenek of New Taiton, Patrick Korenek 
of Garwood and friend Tammy Munson 
of Louise; son-in-law, Keith Fruge of 

In Memory of...
Evelyn Rose, mother of Sr. Evelyn Korenek, IWBS

Beaumont; brother, Jerome (Josephine) 
Canik of Houston; brother-in-law Charles 
Reising of Columbus; 14 grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren.

Evelyn was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband; daughters, Barbara 
(Bobbie) Korenek and Madeline Fruge; 
sister, Georgia Reising and brother, Lee-
bert Canik. 

Funeral was held Friday, January 27 
at St. Mary’s Church in Nada. Burial fol-
lowed at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were grandsons, Daryl 
Wendel, Kevin, Travis, Blake and Andrew 
Korenek, and Matthew and Marcus Doubt.

February
4 Bluebonnet Conference of  
 ELCA Congregations

5-6 Jesu Caritas Meeting, Dallas

7 6:00 p.m. V Encuentro 
 meeting, Victoria

8 10:00 a.m. Presbyteral Council
 meeting, Chancery

 4:15 p.m. Meet with CCD 
 students at St. Andrew’s  
 Church, Hillje

9 Installation of the Most Rev.  
 Edward Burns, Dallas

13-16 USCCB New Bishop’s 
 Orientation Program, 
 Washington, DC

17-19 Deacon’s Retreat at Spiritual  
 Renewal Center, Victoria

20 6:20 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. Mass at
 IWBS Convent, Victoria

21 9:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  Teaching 
 Pastoral Institute Class –  
 Church, Chancery

22 6:00 p.m. Visit with Our Lady 
 of the Gulf CCD, Port Lavaca

23 10:30 a.m. DSAC Meeting,  
 Chancery

 6:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation 
 Mass at The Cathedral of  
 Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

24 8:15 a.m. School Mass and  
 Visit at St. Anthony, Columbus

25 5:00 p.m. 4th Degree 
 Exemplification Mass at St. 
 Michael, Weimar

26 9:30 a.m. Confirmation Mass 
 at Sacred Heart, Flatonia

 4:00 p.m. KC 4th Degree 
 Assembly Mass and Dinner at 
 St. Andrew, Hillje

27 Noon Mass with the 
 Missionary Catechists, Victoria

28 9:15 a.m. Teaching Pastoral 
 Institute Class – Church, 
 Chancery

 6:30 p.m. Distinguished 
 Alumni Award Dinner, 
 Victoria

March 
1 12:15 p.m. Ash Wednesday 
 Mass at Victoria College,  
 Victoria

5 2:00 p.m. Rite of Election at 
 The Cathedral of Our Lady  
 of Victory,Victoria

7  9:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  Teaching 
 Pastoral Institute Class – 
 Church, Chancery

10 8:00 a.m. School Mass and 
 Visit at St. Michael, Cuero

World Day for
Consecrated Life
February 2, 2017

Deacon Patek Dies
Deacon Paul Patek of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius Parish, Shiner, 
died January 22, 2017.  A complete 
obituary will be in the March 
2017 Catholic Lighthouse.  In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be given 
to the Convent Restoration Fund, 
Church Window Fund or the 
Church Food Pantry.
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Seminary Endowment Fund

January 26, 2017          
• General Seminary Burse

Acolyte
In memory of Rev. Raphael Baidoo and Rev. 

Msgr. Eustace Hermes by 
 Mrs. A.R. Wearden and James Wearden

• Rev. Msgr. Arnold Anders Seminary 
Burse

Lector
In honor of Rev. Msgr. Arnold Anders’ 
 90th birthday celebration by:
 Kathleen Malone
 James and Emily Kucherka
 Mary Anders Ondrey

Acolyte
In honor of Rev. Msgr. Arnold Anders’ 
 90th birthday celebration by:
 Anita Barber

Priest
 Donation by Rev. Msgr. Arnold Anders

• Rev. Msgr. John C. Bily Seminary Burse #2
Lector

In memory of Helen Nowak by 
 Deacon Dan Nowak

• Rev. Wayne Flagg and Rev. Philip Brune 
Seminary Burse

Lector
In memory of Ingeburg Pyka by 
 Earline Schertz
In honor of Rev. Philip Brune’s birthday 

celebration by:
 Mark and Sharon Kubicek
 Victor and Gail Dvorak

Acolyte
In memory of Linda Mooney by 
 Justin Kubicek
In honor of Rev. Philip Brune’s birthday 

celebration by 
 St. Ann’s Altar Society, Frelsburg

• Rev. Msgr. Eustace Hermes & Rev. 
Msgr. Gino Bernasconi Seminary Burse 
Catholic Life Ins. Seminary Burse

Lector
In loving memory of Rev. Msgr. Eustace 

Hermes by:
 Stanley Stryk and Family
 Daniel Stryk
 Frances Vesely
 Charlotte and Rick Carlson

• Rev. Joe Vrana Seminary Burse, In 
Honor of his Golden Jubilee Year

Acolyte
In memory of Rev. Joseph “Joe” Vrana by 
 L. A. and Sue Hermes

To contribute to an existing Seminary 
Endowment Fund send contributions 
with the appropriate fund designation to:  

Diocese Of Victoria 
Seminary Endowment Fund 

P. O. Box 4070 
Victoria, TX  77903

• Rev. Scott Hill Seminary Burse
Acolyte

In honor and celebration of the life of Mary 
Triska by:

 Families of Ron Janak, Kathy Hollas, 
Rosemary Jackson, MaryJo Patschke and 
Jeanette Allums

• Josephat R. Janak Seminary Burse #2
Lector

In loving memory of Evelyn Janak by:
 Fred and Dianne Hartl
 Stanley Stryk
 Daniel Stryk
 Allan and Charlene Janak
 Wesley and Margaret Abraham
 Arnold and Rosemary Riske
 Patricia and Jennifer Hessler
 Frank Smolka
 James and Linda Hemmi
 Albert and Margaret Janak
 Richard and Carolyn Mozygemba
 Harvey and Mary Ann Matusek
 Lillie S. Janak
 Gus and Cecelia Janak
 Travis and Deana Wigzell
In loving memory of Aunt Evelyn Slovacek 

Janak by:
 Families of Ron Janak, Kathy Hollas, 

Rosemary Jackson, MaryJo Patschke and 
Jeannette Allums

Acolyte
In loving memory of Evelyn Janak by
 Michael Menges

• Knights of Columbus Victoria Council 
#1329 Seminary Burse #4

Acolyte
In memory of Robert Koenig by 
 K of C Council #1329
In memory of Rev. Msgr. Eustace Hermes by 

K of C Council #1329
In memory of Armando Aguilar by 
 K of C Council #1329
In memory of Leonard B. Gerdes, Jr. by 
 K of C Council #1329

•Rev. Dan Morales Seminary Burse in 
Honor of his Work for Vocations

Lector
 Donation by Paz and Andrea Morales
In memory of Rev Dan Morales by 
 M/M Richard Allums

• Rev. Msgr. John C. Peters Seminary 
Burse #7

Lector
In memory of Leo Tankersley, Father of Dcn. 

Michael Tankersley by 
 Deacon Joey and Mary Targac

Education of Seminarian Fund

To contribute to the Education of 
Seminarian Fund, send contributions to:  

Diocese Of Victoria 
Education of Seminarian Fund 

P. O. Box 4070 
Victoria, TX  77903

Lector
M/M Otto Bleier in Memory of 

Juliana Obele

Murlene Enke in Memory of 
Msgr. Joseph Petsch

Patricia Hessler, M/M Otto Bleier in 
Memory of Gaylan Duncan

Daniel and Beverly Wagner, 
Sherry Hale, Lee Hoffer, Carol 

Woytek,Michael and Pam Brown, 
M/M H.J. McCullough, Charles and 

Gerayln Klimitchek, Tommy and 
Connie Hermes, Robert and Lisa 
Stryk, Naomi Hoffer Chevanec, 

Murlene Enke, M/M Otto Bleier in 
Memory of Msgr. Eustace Hermes

Acolyte
Patricia Krenek in Memory of 

Father Dan Morales

Greg & Melissa Holub
Domine Non Sum Dignus, LLC

CDA Court #2475 in Memory of
Msgr. Benton Thurmond

Leo and Evelyn Hoffer in Memory of 
Msgr. Eustace Hermes

Seminary Endowment Fund (formerly known as Seminary Burses) is a permanent fund used for the 
education of future priests for the Diocese of Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest 
from this amount is applied yearly to the education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or 
in honor of an individual priest or lay person, living or deceased.   Publication of the burses will appear 
periodically when new contributions are received.  
Donation Categories:  Lector - $.01 - $99.99; Acolyte – $100 - $499.99; Candidate – $500 - 
$1,499.99; Transitional Deacon – $1,500 - $2,499; Priest – $2,500 >.  

The Education of Seminarian Fund is a fund in which all of the monies donated to this fund, as well 
as the earnings, are available to cover the cost of educating seminarians.  The proceeds of the special 
collection on Holy Thursday are deposited into the Education of Seminarian Fund.   Publication of this 
fund will appear periodically, when new contributions are received.
Donation categories:  Lector – $.01 - $99.99; Acolyte – $100 - $499.99; Candidate – $500 - 
$1,499.99; Transitional Deacon – $1,500 - $2,499; Priest – $2,500 >.  

Candidate
CDA Texas State Court

Natalie Hawes, Our Lady of 
Guadualupe Parish Friends,  Serra 

Club of Victoria in Memory of 
Father Dan Morales

 
Transitional Deacon

Priest
Msgr. Pedro Celestino Say Estate

JoAnn Reyes in Memory of 
Father Dan Morales

In memory of Harry Macik by 
 David and Wilma Wagner
In memory of Dorothy Orsak by 
 David and Wilma Wagner

• Rev. Michael Rother Seminary Burse
Lector

In memory of Walton “Red” Taylor by 
Richard and Jeanette Allums

Transitional Deacon
 Donation by Rev. Michael Rother
 
• Rev. Msgr. Robert Schmidt Seminary 

Burse #2
Lector

In memory of Annie Schmidt by 
 Alice and Robert Hollas

• Henry A. Schoenfeld Seminary Burse
Priest

In loving memory of Henry A. Schoenfeld by 
Wayne and Theresa Vincent

• Cora Wostarek Seminary Burse
Acolyte

In memory of Justin V. Wostarek by 

 Mike and Lisa Moeller Family
In memory of Jimmy Wright by 
 Mike and Lisa Moeller Family

• K of C #9088 – Holy Family J.M.J. 
Church – Victoria Seminary Burse

Candidate
In memory of Robert Gaines, Edward A. 

Faxlanger, Jr., Don P. Pellegrino, Bernard 
Hajovsky, Jr., Lyunwood R. Boehm, Jr., 
Bernard Frank Gass, Patrick Welfl, Alvin 
E. Machart, Victor A. Kalmus, Bobby J. 
Turner, Rev. Dan Morales, Albert Tristan 
and Robert Gaylan Duncan by 

 K of C Council #9088
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Child and Vulnerable Adult Abuse
Reporting Procedures

If Church Personnel Is Involved In Alleged Abuse:
Step One:  Contact Civil Authorities, if individual is a minor. 
Step Two:  Contact one of the following:

•   Call Bishop or Chancellor of the Diocese of Victoria at (361) 573-0828.  
Written Allegations Should Be Sent To:  Office of the Bishop, P. O. Box 4070, 
Victoria, TX 77903, Mark as “Personal and Confidential”

•   Call Vicki L. Pyatt, LMSW, Pastoral Care and Outreach, at (361) 827-7186 or 
email: pastoralcare@victoriadiocese.org

We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese if 
the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese or Victoria.    
For further assistance please contact Vicki L. Pyatt.

If you witness, suspect, or know of child and/or vulnerable adult abuse, you 
must file a report within 48 hours by contacting the Civil Authorities:  
Department of Family and Protective Services at 1-800-252-5400 or  www.
txabusehotline.org.   If the person is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Sisterly
Thoughts

By Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

What is Love?

Kenneth J. French, Sr.

1501 E Mockingbird, 
Ste 102

Victoria, TX 77901

(361) 576-0178
kenny.french@edwardjones.com

Conversion Through 
Small Group Experiences

Lent, a season of spiritual renewal and 
transformation, offers us all a very special 
opportunity to grow in our relationship 
with God and to deepen our commitment 
to a way of life rooted in our baptism. 

Disciples on the Journey, published 
and produced by the Sisters of the In-
carnate Word and Blessed Sacrament, is 
a resource using a format for 
sharing faith in small groups.   

Faith-sharing in small 
groups is the key to personal 
conversion. This is the place 
where we connect our individ-
ual stories with the Bible story 
just read. Here we connect our 
faith with our everyday life 
experiences; here we connect 
with our hearts where God 
abides. 

The small Christian community is not 
a discussion group. There are no pros and 
cons. The time shared is sacred, when in-
dividual stories are shared and reverenced. 
It is done in the mirror of the great God 
story as revealed in the Bible. It is here 
in sharing and listening that the seeds of 
conversion are sown. 

How can this promote conversion 
and transformation in our spiritual life?

– Disciples on the Journey was a won-
derful addition for our Lenten preparation.  
The activities and closing prayers and 
rituals were especially meaningful and 
thought-filled.”  Chris VanderPlatt, St. 
Jude Parish, Eugene, Oregon.

– Disciples on the Journey was 
GREAT…the faith-sharing questions 
were a wonderful catalyst for better under-
standing the scriptures and living a life as 
a disciple. We were able to experience rich 
faith-sharing each and every week…Many 
thanks!  Sandy Vartorella, St. Thomas 
More Parish, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

– Msgr. Thomas J. Morgan from Our 

The day after Christmas I went to a store 
looking for bargains on seasonal items. By 
the way, I didn’t find anything I needed, but 
I often enjoy browsing. All the Christmas 
things had been pushed into clearance racks 
to make room for shelves of Valentine 
candies and cards which had been carefully 
arranged to catch the shopper’s eye. Now 
we all know that many people express their 
love for others on 
St. Valentine’s Day 
through gifts of 
candy, flowers, and 
cards. Now, I’m not 
knocking the show-
ing of love through 
exchanging these 
tokens; they often 
contribute to the 
establishment and 
the maintenance of relationships which 
develop into lives of love. 

What then are some long-time signs of 
the love to which Jesus calls us to when he 
commands us to love our neighbor? You 
probably have recognized this true love in 
those about us-   especially in those who 
keep God in the relationship, and those 
who remember that God loves the other 
person; how can one say that one loves 
God if we fail to love another? There also 
are those who always  listen patiently even 

when they’ve heard the message a hundred 
times; while at the same time they refrain 
from nagging or constantly digging up 
unpleasant past history between themselves 
and others.

We cannot forget those who stay up 
all night to comfort a sick child when 
they have to be at work early the next 
morning, or sit with a sick spouse or rela-

tive whether the 
patient is aware of 
one’s presence or 
not. Parents show 
this love by plan-
ning enough qual-
ity family time, 
a f f i rming  and 
supporting chil-
dren, using “tough 
love” when neces-

sary, and taking care of everyone’s physi-
cal health and spiritual well-being.  We all 
know those loving persons who are quick 
to give others the benefit of the doubt and 
those who continuously show their love 
and respect for others through generous 
acts of courtesy.

So, as we exchange symbols of love 
on St. Valentine’s Day, let us reflect upon 
and appreciate the love that is given and 
received throughout the year. Happy St. 
Valentine’s Day!

Sunday Visitor has this to say about how 
small groups promote conversion and 
transformation.  He tells us that experi-
ence has shown us that small groups are 
the most effective way to lead people 
to conversion.  Msgr. Morgan goes on 
to say that the small group experience 
empowers people to change their way of 

thinking, their way of believing, 
their way of acting. The group 
spiritual energy is what leads to 
a change in values and behavior. 
Truly, a unique and special pro-
cess emerges from listening and 
sharing.

The Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament 
invite each of you to join a faith 
sharing group in your parish 
using Disciples on the Journey 

Lent 2017  or to form your own group.  
This may be the best decision you will 
ever make.

For more information go to www.
disciplesonthejourney.org, call (361) 485-
0866, toll free 1-866-590-3688.  Books are 
sold in packs of ten for $30 plus postage. 

Pictured is a small group of IWBS Associates,Valerie Jurica, Lulu Gonzales, Mark 
Zafereo, Cris Uresti, and Tibo Robles who meet for Disciples on the Journey.
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February 5 – Confirmation Retreat (Eagle Lake)
February 22 – Confirmation Retreat (Ganado)
April 30 – Camp David Planning
June 9-16 – Camp David
June 24-July 2 – Rocky Mountain High 

Calendar of Events

AYF 2017 Theme: Be It Done Unto Me 

The Abbey Youth Festival is an apostolic service of Saint Joseph Abbey and Seminary 
College. It is designed to provide young people with an opportunity to experience a day 
of prayer and faith formation with an exposure to the Benedictine tradition. Its focus is 
evangelization and vocational discernment by means of Liturgy, prayer, worship, music 
and education appropriate for Catholic young people!

HISTORY
Abbey Youth Fest began in 2001 under the leadership of Dr. Chris Baglow and a 

dedicated seminarian task force. The seminarians of Saint Joseph Seminary College 
continue to play a vital part in the production of AYF in conjunction with the seminary 
staff. It has, in 12 short years, turned into the largest event in the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans, drawing nearly 250 different groups from all across the south and surpassing 
4500 participants per year for the last few years. AYF is an event you don't want to miss!

REGISTRTATION INFORMATION
The Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry will be attending this year’s Abbey Youth 

Fest in Covington, Louisiana at St. Joseph Seminary College, March 24-26, 2017. This 
is an event for young men and women (high school age) to come together and share their 
faith. Speakers and bands will be performing throughout the festival. If you have any 
questions please call the Youth and Young Adult office at (361) 573-0828. To register: 
www.victoriadiocese.org/abbey-youth-fest

CHANCERY VISITORS—Our Lady of Victory School kindergarten class could 
not go to the playground after lunch but enjoyed a visit to the Chancery instead.  
Bishop Brendan Cahill surprised them by coming outside to greet them and 
invited them to see his office.  One little boy afterwards stated “This was the 
best day ever!”

CUERO YOUTH ATTEND MARCH—March for Life 2017 in Washington, D.C. 
was attended by youth from the Catholic Community of Cuero and Diocese of 
Victoria.  They celebrated Mass in the morning with Auxiliary Bishop Mario E. 
Dorsonville-Rodríguez, of Washington D.C., at the Cathedral of St. Matthew 
the Apostle.

SEMINARIANS AT-
T E N D  M A R C H —
Dalton Ervin (left) 
and Chase Goodman 
(right), two seminar-
ians from the Diocese 
of Victoria travelled to 
Washington D.C. for 
the 44th annual March 
for Life.  They are both 
studying at the Pontifi-
cal College Josephinum 
in Columbus, Ohio.

Quick Tips For Getting More Out of Mass
1.  Make sure your attitude is adjusted properly.
2.  Participate fully.
3.  Listen to the Word and be open to it changing you.
4.  When you receive Jesus in the Eucharist – understand what it is you are doing.

For more quick tips go to:
www.aggiecatholicblog.org/2016/11/eight-quick-tips-for-getting-more-out-of-mass/

March
 24-26

Registration

Extended!
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Bibles, Books, Rosaries, Medals   
Statues, Baptism & Wedding Items

Inspirational Gifts 

(361) 575-7111

Incarnate Word & 
Blessed Sacrament

Gift Shop 

M-F 8:30-4:30    Sat. 9:30-3:30

1101 NE Water St.
(in Old Victoria)

Victoria, TX 77901

ST. AGNES ALTAR 
SERVERS HON-
ORED—St. Agnes 
KJZT Society #111 
annual altar server 
luncheon was at-
tended by 81 serv-
ers.  The meeting 
was opened with a 
prayer by President 
Doris Andel.  Guest 
speaker was Jack-
son County Precinct 
3  Commissioner, 
Johnny Belicek. Each 
server was given a gift card from KJZT Society #111 and member Madeline 
Novian. Door prizes were given as well.  Pictured with altar servers is Father 
Michael Petering, pastor of St. Agnes Church in Edna.

KJZT DONATES TO SCHOOL—KJZT St. Anne’s Society #4 of Praha recently 
donated $1,050 to St. Rose of Lima School in Schulenburg.  The funds donated 
to the school were raised through a bake sale and from matching funds received 
from the KJZT State Office.  Making the presentation, left to right, Georgia Cerny 
KJZT president, Rosanne Gallia, St. Rose of Lima principal, Pat Masek, KJZT 
treasurer, and Ellene Vrazel, KJZT vice president.

READY FOR GAMES—Members of the Holy Family Altar Society in Victoria 
will host a games party on Thursday, February 16, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the 
Activity Center (707 Mallette Dr.).  Admission is $7 per person.  There will be 
door prizes, food, a silent auction, a raffle and lots of fun.   RSVP to Margaret 
at (361) 575-4997; Betty (361) 573-5850; or Raunda (361) 576-3739.  Pictured, 
seated left to right, Mary Ann Ohrt, Father Patrick Knippenberg, parochial vicar 
at Holy Family, Betty Frederick; standing, Kathy Motley, co-chairman; JoAnn 
Jalufka, Jackie Slusher, chairman, and Margaret Beckler.

PRIEST INSTALLED BY 
BISHOP IN BLESSING—
Father Gabriel Mensah was 
installed as parochial admin-
istrator of St. Peter’s Parish 
in Blessing, on December 31, 
2016.  Bishop Brendan Cahill 
installed Father Gabriel dur-
ing the 6:30 p.m. Mass.  A re-
ception was held in the par-
ish CCD center afterwards.  
Pictured is Bishop Brendan 
with Father Gabriel during 
the reception.  Welcome to 
St. Peter’s Father Gabriel!

334 Jurek Road
Port Lavaca, TX 77979

(361) 552.2695 or (361) 920.3216
email:  zkmnt@tisd.net

www.pathwayswithpatti.com

Time for Deposits on:
Jamaican Cruise

Aug. 13-20
Texas Play in Palo 

Duro Canyon
June 2-5

Next Travel Meeting
Feb. 23 presentation on 
Wisconsin Sept. 10-16 

Diocese of Victoria
Tenth Annual 

Catholic Knowledge Bowl

Our Lady of Sorrows Church
Trinity Hall

208 W. River St., Victoria, 77901

Sunday, February 12
2:30 – 4:00 p.m.

For information call
(361) 573-0828

Bishop Cahill to teach
Pastoral Institute 

Course on
Church / Ecclesiology

Bishop Brendan Cahill will be teach-
ing the next Pastoral Institute course, 
Church / Ecclesiology on Tuesdays,  from 
February 21 to March 28.

Early registration is encouraged, due 
to limited seating.  The cost of the course 
is $20 plus $7.50 for the book.  You may 
pay online at the website below. 

Classes will be Tuesday mornings 
from 9:15 – 11:30 a.m. or evenings from 
7:00 – 9:15 p.m.  This course will be 
taught at the Chancery in Victoria, and 
via distance learning to: Wharton, Mentz, 
Hallettsville, and Shiner. 

For more information or to register: 
www.victoriadiocese.org/extended-
program- or call (361) 573-0828.
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KJT MATCHING GRANT—KJT Society #139 in Bay City held a holiday baked 
goods sale on November 13, 2016 at Holy Cross Church.  A total of $407 was raised 
during the sale.  The society applied for a matching grant and was awarded a 
check for $400 from the state KJT office.  A check was presented to Holy Cross 
School for a total of $807.  At the presentation of the check on January 6, 2017 
were (left to right):   James Engbrock, society vice-president; Larry Browning, 
society president; Inez Kucera, Holy Cross School principal; Vince Nemec, society 
secretary/treasurer; and Rev. Greg Korenek, pastor of Holy Cross Church.   Not 
present at the time of the presentation was Msgr. Casimir Jarzombek, society 
chaplain and Dan Stavena, sales representative.  The monetary donation will 
be used for professional development from Region III for the teachers.  The 
professional development will focus on individualized teaching strategies to 
use with children at all levels. 

By Father Gary Janak, J.C.L., L.P.C.
“Sometimes life hurts.”  These are the 

words I used for the introduction to a funer-
al service I recently officiated for Bella, a 
fourteen year old teenager, who committed 
suicide.  Another girl, twelve years of age, 
committed suicide with her.  As I scanned 
the funeral home, prior to the beginning of 
the service, I saw Bella’s parents, grandpar-
ents, other family members, and so many 
young people in the congregation. Their 
eyes were downcast and still numb from the 
devastating news of the death of these two 
young girls.  Sometimes life does hurt and 
the rising number of young people commit-
ting suicide causes all of us to question the 
reason for such tragedies.

According to recent statistics from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the National Institute of Mental Health, 
reported in the Statistic Brain, August 23, 
2016; twelve teenagers in the United States 
attempt suicide every day, with 575,000 
teen suicide attempts every year.  When 
surveyed, 20% of high school students 
stated they have “seriously considered 
suicide.”  Of the teenagers surveyed, 13% 
reporting having a plan or at least suicidal 
ideation and 157,000 youth every year, 
ages 10-24, receive medical care for self-
inflicted injuries.

Such statistics are sobering, to say the 
least, and they paint a portrait of the stress 
and anxiety today suffered by so many 
of our youth.  Mental disease is real and 
our children and young adults are not im-
mune from it.  In fact, prior to the funeral 
service, Bella’s mom said to me, “Father, 
please tell people that my daughter was 
not bullied.  She was mentally ill.”  Bella’s 
family provided counseling for Bella, but 
the severity of the mental darkness and 
distorted thinking from which she suffered 
was overwhelming.  Yes, sometimes life 
hurts and our youth are greatly afflicted by 
the pain and suffering of mental distress 
and illness.

Here are some of the signs and symp-
toms to watch for in children, which may 
point to mental distress or illness:

• Other people who know your child 
well tell you they are concerned.

• A drop in grades and school perfor-
mance and/or a lack of interest in 
school.

• Not wanting to do the activities they 
usually do or see the people they 
usually enjoy seeing.

• Appearing withdrawn or wanting to 
be alone all the time.

• Appearing overly anxious & wor-

Sometimes Life Hurts:
A Reflection on Teenage Suicide

ried. 
• Losing sleep or having nightmares.
• Losing or gaining an abnormal 

amount of weight.
• Appearing depressed, sad, or ir-

ritable.
• Appearing aggressive or violent or 

breaking rules more than usual.
• Being in a bad mood, very negative, 

or having lots of mood swings.
• Running away or threatening to run 

away.
• Engaging in risky behaviors, such 

as sex, smoking, alcohol, or drugs.
• Self-harming behaviors such as 

cutting, scratching, head banging, 
or otherwise hurting themselves.

• Thoughts of death, wanting to die, 
or talking about suicide.

If you see any of these signs, it is very 
important to act. Begin by talking to your 
child about what you have noticed.  If 
necessary, find them a counselor or another 
health care professional.

The assistance we can offer to our youth 
begins by our attempt to wipe away any 
negative stigma that remains regarding 
mental illness.  Our youth need us to lead 
them to Jesus and to embrace the healing 
our Lord brings.  Therefore, pray together 
as a family, ensure that your children 
receive needed faith formation through 
attendance in either a Catholic school or a 
religious education program and participate 
together in Mass each Sunday.  We can do 
so much for our children by recognizing the 
signs of mental illness and ensuring they 
receive needed assistance. This is the very 
reason the Diocese of Victoria formed The 
Emmaus Center.  The Center provides pro-
fessional counseling and spiritual direction 
to Catholics, and those of other denomina-
tions, in the diocese.  

Yes, sometimes life hurts and we trust 
that in the storms of life, God’s steady 
hand will guide us.  Watch for any signs 
in your children that might point to mental 
distress or illness and, when needed, seek 
professional help.  Call the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255, the 
Gulf Bend Center 24-hour crisis hotline at 
1-877-723-3422 or The Emmaus Center at 
(361) 212-0830, for assistance.  

Father Gary Janak is the Rector/Pas-
tor of The Cathedral of Our Lady of Vic-
tory, the Chancellor and a Vicar General 
for the Diocese of Victoria, is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor and serves as the 
Executive Director of The Emmaus Center.

spoke excitedly about their memories of 
their Nazareth Academy days.  Both agreed 
that they learned respect from the Sisters, 
to be honest, and took what they said to 
heart.   Dr. Phylis shared, “Mother raised us 
how the nuns raised her.  If we were doing 
something wrong, she would say ‘What 
would the Sisters say about this?’ We felt 
like they were saints...there was something 
special about them. They carried a pres-
ence.” Vivian beamed as she shared, “We 
have such good memories.  They were strict 
but loving.  They gave us a good Christian 
foundation; growing up Catholic, you carry 
those acts of kindness throughout your 
life.”  Her sister, Dr. Phylis, remembers 
how, during the depression, the nuns fed 
many poor people through a small window 
at the convent on Bridge Street. Dr. Phylis 
described, “ People would knock on the 
solid wooden window; the window would 
swing open, and a nun would give a little 
loaf of bread.  It was acts of kindness like 
these that can only be taught by example.” 

Although times have changed, the 
Sisters faithfully continue to teach by 
example and instill Catholic values.  The 
students know the school’s mission: “To 
Teach To Build To Serve in the Spirit of 
Christ.”  When visiting with some of the 
current Sisters who taught or are teaching at 
Nazareth Academy, they shared how proud 
they were of so many of their students who 
grew up to be wonderful, caring adults, who 
are giving back to the community.

 Sister Evelyn Korenek, who is cur-
rently the principal at Nazareth Academy, 
is one of those Sisters. She started teaching 
in San Antonio; then came to Nazareth to 
teach 2nd and 4th grades before becoming 
principal in 1979.  She described her first 
few years in leadership as difficult, having 
a lot to learn as a young, 30 year-old prin-
cipal.  She shared, “The Holy Spirit guided 
me through those days.”  When asked how 
she felt seeing alumni return to Nazareth 

“The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth” 
Continued from pg. 1

See “The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth”
0pg. 20



The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament have owned and operated 
Nazareth Academy, since 1867, making it the fourth oldest Catholic school in Texas, 
and the oldest educational institution in Victoria. Nazareth Academy is a fully accredited 
school with over 300 students currently enrolled in Pk3 through 8th grade. In addition to 
rigorous academics, students are challenged daily in enrichment classes, such as robot-
ics, and other electives including band, art, choir, computers, and more. The school’s 
athletic program boasts exceptionally high student involvement and includes football, 
co-ed basketball, volleyball, track, and soccer. This year, Nazareth Academy celebrates 
its 150th anniversary. Through generous donations and an ongoing capital campaign, 
the current school building, which was dedicated in 1951, will undergo several updates, 
including the installation of new windows, an HVAC system, and upgraded technology.  
The school is located at 206 W. Convent in Victoria’s historical district.

Nazareth Academy

Shiner Catholic School celebrated Catholic 
Schools Week in a very special way this year. This 
school year marked the 120th year that students 
have been educated in the Catholic faith in Shiner. 
The week began with a celebration of Mass and an 
annual pancake breakfast. Each day of the week 
was dedicated to honoring all of the elements that 
make Catholic education so special. Since community outreach is an important aspect of 
existence most of the week was dedicated to showing gratitude and giving back to others 
for the sacrifices, talents, and treasures that continue to make Shiner Catholic School 
strong, and a shining example of God’s work on earth. We reflected and celebrated the 
varying diversities and accomplishments that define our Catholic identity. The week 
culminated with the annual noodle soup supper and school wide talent show, which was 
the highlight and finale of the week, with hundreds of families, grandparents, alumni, 
and benefactors in attendance.

If you are interested in joining the Shiner tradition of “Preparing the Children of God 
for the Kingdom of God . . . since 1897,” please contact the school office at (361)594-
3843 or visit our website www.shinercatholicschool.org.

St. Ludmila &
St. Paul High School

Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education 
in the United States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which, in 2017, is 
January 29 - February 4. The theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2017 is “Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service.” Schools typically observe the annual 
celebration week with Masses, open houses, and other activities for students, families, parishioners 
and community members. Through these events, schools focus on the value Catholic education 
provides to young people, and its contributions to our church, our communities, and our nation.  

Average
class size
for pk-8th 

grades:

15
Average tuition (including fees) 

for elementary schools: 

$3,596

33%
Pk-12 

schools 
increased 
enrollment 
over last 

year’s figures

Counties 
Served:

10

Diocese of 
Victoria

Catholic Schools
“By the Numbers”

15
Schools
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By:  OLV 8th Grader Neha Chandna
When I first walked through the doors of Our Lady of Victory School, I remember 

feeling a sense of support, respect, faith, and the urge to strive in the ability of being a re-
sponsible and disciplined person. I have attended OLV since I was in pk and have continued 
to advance and work my way up to be an 8th grader, who will be graduating from OLV 
this year. All of my experiences at OLV have taught me many things, but mainly three in 
particular— to have faith, to stay on track of any assignments or extracurricular activities, 
and to be a loyal classmate, student, and person, in or outside of school. For extracurricu-
lar activities, I have competed in PSIA since fifth grade. I am in NJHS, the school choir, 
and the president of the Student Council. No matter what part of leadership you take at 
OLV, I have learned that this school teaches everyone to be an independent and optimistic 
leader—education and faith-wise. 

Our Lady of Victory School offers you everything from sports, music, PSIA, fine arts, 
and community service. The two most important factors, that have made me the person I 
am today, are the education and the knowledge of our Catholic faith. OLV helps prepare you 
for every journey through your lifetime, especially high school and college. The challenges, 
along the way, will help you get back up and keep going, making you a stronger person in 
life; while our excellent teachers help you during the day and after school.

Our Catholic faith at OLV is portrayed through our teachers, classmates, and our church. 
Each week we celebrate Mass at OLV. The amazing thing is that whether you are Catholic 
or non-Catholic, the teachers provide every student  with an education of the Catholic faith 
and how to act like a Christian. There is so much OLV can provide. The most important 
thing is that OLV not only teaches well academically, but also teaches you to become a 
better person in life by working hard, staying loyal and responsible, and keeping the faith.

Our Lady of 
Victory School

St. Joseph High School provides a high standard of Catholic education to families in 
Victoria and the surrounding area. The school has a long history of providing a quality, com-
prehensive education that builds leaders with poise and confidence, and prepares students 
for life after high school, all while remaining true to the religious values, which have been 
the school’s hallmark throughout its 149-year history. 

The 2016 graduating class excelled in many areas. One hundred percent of the class of 84 
graduates were accepted to a college or university, and were offered more than $3 million in 
scholarships. The class had students accepted into many Texas schools as well as out-of-state 
schools such as the University of Notre Dame and the Colorado School of Mines.   

STJ students learn about service to others while at St. Joseph High School. While there 
is a service requirement as part of the STJ curriculum, many students go above and beyond 
what is required. The Class of 2016 logged more than 8,900 hours of service during their four 
years at STJ.   STJ students are as driven to learn on the playing fields and stages, as they 
are in the classrooms. Students are encouraged to attend daily tutorials before participating 
in extra-curricular activities. 

STJ is also in the final stages of the imagine MORE Capital Campaign. Most recently, the 
old gymnasium was completely renovated to become the David Pozzi Fine Arts Center. The 
Pozzi Center houses an art studio, a stage for the theatre arts program, choir, band halls and 
practice studios, a computer lab, and a dance studio. Also new on campus is the Tom O’Connor 
Jr. Athletic Center and Keating Field House. These facilities include a competition gym, prac-
tice gym, locker rooms, training room, athletic offices, and a conference room. These new 
facilities position St. Joseph High School to serve the next generation of St. Joseph students. 

St. Joseph High School

St. Philip School (SPS), in El Campo, proudly provides students in pk3 through 8th 
grade with a foundation of personal spirituality, faith development, and strong academ-
ics.  The faculty and staff are dedicated to living the mission of the school:  To Know, 
Love, and Serve God and Others.  

The St. Philip campus has adopted the Virtue Based Restorative Discipline program. 
VBRD is more than a “discipline program”; it is a way of life that leads you and those 
around you to a better, kinder way of living. SPS is now in our second year, and the 
results have been astounding in connecting parish life and school life positively.

St. Philip School kicked off Catholic Schools Week with the annual Faith Trot, a 
family fun run, on Saturday, January 28, followed by the celebration of Mass on Sunday.  

Various activities during the week included a breakfast hosted by the School Advi-
sory Council, and a lunch provided by the Parent Teacher Club for the faculty, while the 
students took part in crazy hair /hat and sock day, bingo, and a praise and worship music 
session, singing various contemporary songs.  A popular event each year is Jam4God, 
a live music event featuring SPS students, families, and alumni.  This year’s special 
guest was Clay Crockett and the Nation of Believers.  To thank our families, moms and 
dads, each had a special day to join us for a catered lunch.  Grandparents were treated to 
their own day and spent time enjoying a music program and crafts with their students.  
Volunteers joined us for an appreciation coffee to close out the week.  A visit to our book 
fair was a popular stop on campus throughout the week, as well.  

St. Philip Catholic School - where Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service 
meet, so we all may Know, Love, and Serve God and Others.

St. Philip
School

For over 75 glorious years, Holy Cross School, in Bay City, has been living out its 
mission, “Making a difference in the world by loving God, others, and ourselves through 
learning, as we build our Christian Family.”  Our children are respectful, responsible, 
and safe, as they regularly as themselves “What Would Jesus Do?”

Holy Cross Eagles pursue high academic standards while being rooted in a strong 
Catholic faith.  For two years in a row, Holy Cross School has been voted “Best Educa-
tion Establishment” by the residents/readers of Matagorda County.

Holy Cross School
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This year Sacred Heart School, in Hallettsville, celebrated 135 years, since it was 
founded in January of 1882, by the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacra-
ment.   Sisters Colette Kouba and Emiliana Grafe carry on the mission of the order by 
still teaching and ministering to our students.

The school carries on this mission with  activities such as those that were held on 
Martin Luther King Day. Every class completed a project recognizing the work and dream 
of  Dr. King, from posters to quilts.   The highlight of the day was the program where 
guest speaker, Jo Zelma Brown, inspired and moved us with her stories about growing 
up picking cotton, going to college, meeting Dr. Martin Luther King, and getting hired 
to teach in Hallettsville. She taught science for over 40 years at HISD.  Ameera York 
touched us with her beautiful rendition of the national anthem and her song about making 
a difference.    Other honorees were Charlie Lemons, Elmo Grant, Ladell Hogan, Ronald 
Newton, Sikina Davis, Pastor Lamar Davenport and Pastor Dennis Herring.  At the end 
of the program, every student and faculty member shook hands and thanked the guests 
for coming to our school.  It was a very moving and inspiring day for everyone involved.

Sikina Davis summed up the experience with these words of gratitude:  “I am amazed 
with how beautiful the Sacred Heart MLK program went today and how gracious the 
staff and students are. It was just awesome. ......truly a day I will never forget.  Sacred 
Heart, thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

Sacred Heart School

St. Michael School, in Cuero, was established in 1877, in a building at the rear of St. 
Michael Church.   Originally, the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word of San Antonio 
staffed the school.  Today, this school year began with an enrollment of 165 students.  
The school consists of 2 school buildings.  First through 6th grades are housed in the 
main school building, and the early childhood grades of pk 3, pk 4, and kindergarten 
are in a new building that also has a gym and cafeteria.   

St. Michael School celebrated National Catholic Schools Week with a children’s 
Mass and Open House.  During the Mass, the students read the liturgy and were ushers.  
As always with the children’s Masses, the St. Michael School Choir, consisting of 3rd 
through 6th graders, performed for the congregation.  During the week, the students 
celebrated service by bringing cans of soup for the local food bank and socks for shut-
ins and those in nursing homes.  They celebrated education, vocations, and faith with a 
Literature Day and a Religion Knowledge Bowl.  The week finished big with a celebra-
tion of families.  The school invited all of their families to a school-wide picnic. Each 
day held a little extra fun with scheduled dress up days.  

In the Fall of 2016, Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School, Port Lavaca, celebrated its 
20th Birthday and continues to commemorate this special year.  During Catholic Schools 
Week, leaders and public servants from across the community joined the students and 
faculty to celebrate the growth of the school over the past 20 years.   This May, Bishop 
Brendan Cahill will help the Mariners set in place a new time capsule in the school’s 
Holy Family Garden.  The school will end the year with a special Birthday Gala in June.  
The following poem was also composed in honor of the school’s 20th birthday.

Who We Are

We are the Mariners, in a world troubled by sin;
We answer the Call to be Fishers of Men.

We celebrate Mass as a family each day;
It prepares and directs us to follow the Way.

We seek to gain knowledge and develop insight, 
Keeping Christ at the center as we grow in His Light.

We serve our community while supporting each other,
To seek and find Christ in ourselves and our brother.

We celebrate life and all blessings God’s given;
To live with deep gratitude and love, we are driven.

In a world where our reverence and faith might seem odd,
We live with awareness that we are Children of God. 

Our Lady of the Gulf

St. Michael School

Did You Know ...
Catholic schools teach children to SOAR...
Show integrity
Own your education
Accept responsibility
Respect of self and others

Are you considering a Catholic school 
education for your child? Now is the 

time to inquire. Registration will open soon!

Catholic schools compete in athletic 
contests through the Diocese of Victoria 
Athletic League. They seek to aid in the 
total development of the student through 
fair, organized competitions. They of-
fer opportunities in football, volleyball, 
basketball, co-ed soccer, track, cheer, and 
pep squad. 

Call your school office to 
inquire about registration for the 

2017-18 school year.

At Catholic schools, they 
instill in students the value 
of service to others. 

At Catholic Schools, 
they set high standards 
for student achievement 
and help them succeed. 

THEIR success is 
OUR success!

Catholic schools prepare students to be 
productive citizens and future leaders. 
Whether presenting the colors, reading 
at Mass, or helping others, students in 
all grades are given many opportunities 
to build self-confidence. 

Source:  National Catholic 
Education Association
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St. Michael School, Weimar, celebrated the Catholic Schools Week theme: Commu-
nities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service. Faculty, students, and parents of St. Michael 
School opened CSW Sunday, January 29, 2017, serving at all three Mass times for both 
St. Michael Church and the mission church, Saints Cyril and Methodius, in Dubina. 
The local community was invited to Mass and a drive-thru chicken dinner hosted by 
the SMCS Home and School Association on Sunday the 29th. On Monday the students 
kicked off their major service project for the year as they once again helped raise funds 
for the Kind Coins project. Last year students raised over $400 in coins, which were 
used to help fund the building of a school in Kenya, Africa. This year students will help 
raise funds for the building of a school in Pakistan. On Tuesday, the school  celebrated its 
students with a fun-filled day of games and events including the ever-popular sock hop! 
Wednesday, students celebrated our nation, and our volunteers, by remembering veterans 
in area hospitals.  Thursday, Father Wayne officially blessed the computer lab, as the St. 
Isidore room honoring this patron saint of computers. The students then attended a holy 
hour to pray for those who serve the church through their vocations. Friday, February 
3, the students attended Mass at 8:00 a.m. and celebrated the faculty and staff. Junior 
high students gave the teachers a break and shared their love of reading with younger 
students during a “Read to Me” event. 

St. Joseph School, in Yoakum, delivers the message of  Faith , Knowledge and Ser-
vice.  The school family celebrated a special Liturgy at Sunday morning Mass with the 
student body singing, and the 8th grade leading parts of the Mass. Open House and the 
displays of students’ work and projects and Catholic Daughters dinner followed with a 
book fair in the library. 

Monday, students organized a “Thank You for Your Service” project for the com-
munity of Yoakum. The student council kicked off the Pennies for Patients program for 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Everyone who participates is a winner!

Tuesday, the students were rewarded for their high academic standards and achieve-
ments. Wednesday, students, teachers and parents were invited to gather to pray a rosary 
for our nation, from the different branches of government to each state. Students and 
faculty attended Mass and wore red, white, and blue to show patriotism to our great na-
tion, with a special blessing given for our country and for all military soldiers.  Thursday 
was a day for vocations and career day.   Students and teachers showed appreciation for 
the vocations by presenting a gift to Father Matthew, Father Jacob, and Deacon Kutach. 

On Friday, 8th graders honored the teachers by teaching their classes in the morning 
and provided snacks and lunch for them. A small goodie bag was passed out to faculty 
and staff. Everyone was rewarded with early dismissal.

St. Michael School

St. Joseph School

St. Rose of Lima School, Schulenburg, is a modern example of quality Catholic 
education that holds true to the timeless values and traditions of the Catholic Church.  
Our mission has stood the test of time paving the way to updated buildings, complete 
with personal computers, electronic tablets, science and computer labs with interactive  
white boards, and more.  We believe,  “We are God’s presence to the world, developing 
excellence through Jesus.”

St. Rose of Lima School

St. Anthony School, in Columbus, is committed to promoting academic excellence, 
individual responsibility, and spiritual awareness among the students, so they may live 
more fully in relationship with God and others. “Be it known to all who enter here that 
CHRIST is the reason for this school, the unseen but ever present TEACHER in its 
classes, the MODEL of its faculty, the INSPIRATION of its students.”

St. Anthony School offers classes from pk3 through 8th grade. We celebrate over 
59 years of academic excellence helping families pass on the faith and knowledge to 
the youngest generation.

St. Anthony School
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For daily and Sunday readings, as well as a daily reflection video, visit 
www.usccb.org/bible/readings.   

Brought to you by: Catholic Communications Campaign

Sunday Readings from February  5 - March 5
February 5 - Fifth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 58:7-10

Psalms 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Matthew 5:13-16

February 12 - Sixth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Sirach 15:15-20 

Psalms 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34
1 Corinthians 2:6-10

Matthew 5:17-37

February 19 - Seventh Sunday 
in Ordinary Time

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
Psalms 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13

1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

February 26 - Eighth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 49:14-15

Psalms 62:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

March 1 - Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:12-18

Psalms 51:3-4, 5-6AB, 12-13, 14, 17
2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

March 5 – First Sunday 
of Lent

Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Psalms 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17

Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Although 
great strides have been made through 50 
years of ecumenical dialogue, Catholics 
and Lutherans must continue to work 
toward becoming a full and visible sign 
of unity for the world, Pope Francis said.

A continued “communion of harmony” 
will allow Catholics and Lutherans to “find 
further convergence on points of doctrine 
and the moral teaching of the church,” 
the pope told members of a pilgrimage 
from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Finland Jan. 19.

“I pray to the Lord that he may bestow 
his blessing on the Lutheran-Catholic 
Dialogue Commission in Finland, which is 
working diligently toward a common sac-
ramental understanding of the church, the 
Eucharist and ecclesial ministry,” he said.

The pope met the Finnish delegation 
during the annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. The theme chosen for the 
2017 observance was: “Reconciliation: 
The love of Christ compels us.”

The week of prayer, Pope Francis said, 
urges Catholics and Lutherans to reconcile 
and “draw closer to one another anew 
through conversion.”

“True ecumenism is based on a shared 
conversion to Jesus Christ as our Lord 

and redeemer. If we draw close to him, 
we draw close also to one another,” the 
pope said.

Recalling his visit to Sweden last Octo-
ber to commemorate the 500th anniversary 
of Martin Luther’s efforts to reform the 
church, the pope said Luther’s intention 
“was to renew the church, not divide 
her” and that the joint commemoration 
“was important on both the human and 
theological-spiritual levels.”

“The gathering there gave us the cour-
age and strength in our Lord Jesus Christ 
to look ahead to the ecumenical journey 
that we are called to walk together,” he 
said.

Helping those who suffer persecution 
and violence, he added, can further unite 
Christians “on the journey toward full 
communion.”

In doing so, the pope said, Catholics 
and Lutherans can put their witness of 
faith into practice “through concrete acts 
of service, fraternity and sharing.”

Speaking off-the-cuff, Pope Francis 
thanked Lutheran Archbishop Kari Makin-
en of Turku for bringing his grandchildren 
to the meeting.

“We need the simplicity of children; 
they teach us the way to Jesus Christ,” 
the pope said.

Pope: Catholics, Lutherans Must 
Continue to Seek Common Ground

Spirit Wind Ministry is pleased to 
present a weekend retreat led by lecturer, 
columnist, and author Father Ronald Rol-
heiser, April 21-23, at the Spiritual Renewal 
Center in Victoria. 

Theme for the weekend is Sacred Fire:  
A Spirituality of Sexuality.

Sexuality is an integral part of the soul 
and its energies must be understood and 
channeled within a framework that respects 
the soul. Indeed, the union of sexuality and 
spirituality is like an electrical connection. 
A bad connection is disastrous.  No con-
nection is equally bad.  A good connection 
generates life and joy.  Lived through 
lovingly and faithfully, sex, perhaps more 
than anything else, has the power to help 
us break the casings of selfishness and 
bitterness and open us further and further 
to a more gracious adulthood.  But, rarely, 
in any religion or culture, has there been 
a truly generative connection between 
sexuality and spirituality.  How do we bless 
Eros and at the same time protect its sacred 
depth?  How do we befriend, enjoy, and 
celebrate sexuality, even as we properly 
protect it and ourselves?

Father Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman 
Catholic priest and member of the Mis-
sionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, is 
President of the Oblate School of Theology 
in San Antonio, Texas. He is a community-
builder, lecturer, and writer. His books are 

popular throughout the English-speaking 
world and have now been translated into 
many languages. His weekly column 
is carried by more than 80 newspapers 
worldwide. Prior to this present position, he 
taught theology and philosophy at Newman 
Theological College in Edmonton, Alberta, 
for 16 years, served as Provincial Superior 
of his Oblate Province for six years, and 
served on the General Council for the Ob-
lates in Rome for six years. He has been at 
Oblate School of Theology since 2005. For 
additional information on Father Rolheiser 
visit his website at www.ronrolheiser.com. 

The retreat cost is $220 per person. The 
retreat begins Friday evening and ends with 
lunch on Sunday. Space is limited and will 
be reserved in the order deposits are re-
ceived ($50/non-refundable). The balance 
is due March 15. Retreat fees (less deposit) 
are refundable until March 15, no refunds 
after that date. Partial grants are available 
should finances be a problem.  This retreat 
is open to men, women and couples.

Make checks payable to Spirit Wind 
Ministry and mail to:  Susan Oakley, 103 
Woodmere, Victoria, TX   77904.  Please 
include your name, address, telephone 
number and email address with your de-
posit.  For additional information contact 
Susan Oakley at (361) 649-6391 or email:  
smoak53@msn.com

Spirit Wind Ministry Retreat – Sacred 
Fire: A Spirituality of Sexuality

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope Fran-
cis has named Msgr. Michael J. Boulette 
as an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio.

The priest is the 
founder and director 
of St. Peter Upon 
the Water, a center 
for spiritual direc-
tion and formation 
in Ingram, Texas.

The appointment 
was announced Jan. 
23 in Washington by 
Archbishop Chris-
tophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio. Bishop-
designate Boulette, 66, will be ordained 
March 20 in San Antonio.

The native of Hudson Falls, New York, 
spent much of his childhood in Texas and 
was ordained a priest for the San Antonio 
Archdiocese March 19, 1976.

He received bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in psychology and, in 1975, 

earned his master of divinity degree for 
ministry from the University of Notre 
Dame in South Bend, Indiana. He received 
his doctorate of ministry in preaching and 
worship from the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in 1993.

From 1976 to 1983 he served in 
parishes in Gonzales, Texas, and San An-
tonio, then served as spiritual director at 
Assumption Seminary until 1992. During 
that time, he coordinated St. John Paul II’s 
1987 trip to San Antonio.

After a sabbatical to earn his doctorate, 
he served as pastor of Notre Dame Parish 
in Kerrville, Texas, for 11 years, until 
2004, when he was named founding direc-
tor of St. Peter Upon the Water. In 2010, 
he returned to the parish as administrator 
pro tem, and he served there until recently.

Bishop-designate Boulette is a trustee 
of St. Peter Upon the Water and a member 
of several diocesan councils and boards. 
He is well-known as a retreat presenter 
and parish mission speaker.

Pope Names Director of Spiritual Center 
as San Antonio Auxiliary Bishop
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ABCATS TRAVEL 
Call Jim or Malvina Slovak

(361) 578-0828 • slovakjim@att.net 
www.abcatstravel.com

Holland River Cruise ~ Tulips & Windmills
March 31-April 10

 
Tour Ireland ~ July 2017

 
Caribbean Cruise ~ Galveston to Honduras

July 8-15
 

Cities of Light River Cruise ~ Paris to Prague
July 19-31

 
Rhine Getaway River Cruise

August 6-13
 

Venice, The Adriatic Sea to Greece
October 18-26

2017 
Tours & Cruises

By Catholic News Service
SAN ANTONIO (CNS) — Retired Archbishop Patrick F. Flores, 87, the first Mexican-

American bishop in the United States, died of pneumonia and congestive heart failure 
Jan. 9 at Padua Place Residence for retired priests 
in San Antonio.

The bishop, who dropped out of school to be 
a migrant farmworker, was known for his support 
for farmworkers, Mexican-American civil rights 
and his love of his culture and heritage.

Funeral was held at San Fernando Cathedral in 
San Antonio on January 17.  Presider and homilist 
was Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller, M.Sp.S. 
Father Lawrence Christian, vicar general, will 
provide remarks of gratitude on behalf of the 
archdiocese prior to the conclusion of the liturgy. 
Interment was at San Fernando Cemetery II.

Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H. Gomez de-
scribed Archbishop Flores as his good friend and 
mentor and "a pioneer and role model not only for 
me but also for a generation of Hispanic priests 
and Latino leaders."

He said the archbishop of San Antonio, who retired in 2004, "knew the struggles of 
Hispanics in this country, and he was a friend to the farmworker and a voice of conscience 
for dignity and human rights. He taught all of us to celebrate our heritage and traditions 
and encouraged us to share our faith and values proudly and to become leaders in our 
communities."

Archbishop Flores, born in Ganado, was one of nine children and called "Ticho" by 
his family.

His younger sister, Mary Moreno, told Today's Catholic, newspaper of San Antonio 
Archdiocese, in 2004 that her brother would often walk up and down the road in front 
of the family home praying the rosary. "He was always very close to God," she said.

He also had a light side, often winning dance contests with his sister Mary, and played 
a number of instruments and sang.

He was ordained to the priesthood in 1956 in the Diocese of Galveston-Houston 
and was appointed auxiliary bishop of San Antonio in 1970. Eight years later, he was 
installed as bishop of El Paso, and in 1979, he was appointed archbishop of San Antonio.

He was a member of the Immigration and Refugee Department of the U.S. Catho-
lic Conference, chairman of the Church in Latin America Committee of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and chairman of the Texas Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. 

In 1987, he welcomed Pope John Paul II to the San Antonio Archdiocese as part of 
the pope's nine-city tour. The pope celebrated Mass for a crowd of 330,000 people in a 
field that is now the site of John Paul Stephens High School. The Mass still holds the 
record for the largest gathering in the state.

In an interview with Today's Catholic newspaper in preparation for his retirement, 
Archbishop Flores said what he remembered most fondly of his time as archbishop was 
simply his life as a priest.

"I've spent 48 years as a priest, and I have loved it all. If I had the chance to start all 
over again, I would not hesitate. I might have prepared better academically and in some 
other ways. But I have literally found great satisfaction in simply being a priest -- being 
a bishop is simply assuming additional responsibility."

"I have found it very challenging and very satisfying. So I've been happy at it and 
will continue to be happy," he added.

Following Archbishop Flores' retirement, he resided briefly at Casa de Padres retire-
ment center for priests of the archdiocese, but he spent the past several years at the Padua 
Place residence for priests needing medical assistance.

AUSTIN — National Migration Week, 
which has been observed for more than 
a quarter of a century, carries renewed 
importance this year. Cardinal Daniel 
DiNardo of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston, and Archbishop José H. Gomez 
of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, presi-
dent and vice president of the US Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, offered these 
thoughts in their message:

“Migration is, more than anything, an 
act of great hope. Our brothers and sisters 
who are forced to migrate suffer devastat-
ing family separation and most often face 
dire economic conditions to the point they 
cannot maintain a very basic level of liv-
ing. Refugees flee their countries due to 
war and persecution which inspires them 
to risk everything for an opportunity to 
live in peace. As Catholics in the United 
States, most of us can find stories in our 
own families of parents, grandparents or 
great-grandparents leaving the old country 
for the promise of America. Take time this 
Migration Week to seek out those stories. 
Let us remind ourselves of those moments 
when our loved ones were forced to seek 
the mercy of others in a new land.”

The Texas Catholic Conference of 
Bishops holds justice for immigrants as a 
key priority for the 85th Texas Legislature. 
This special concern for the immigrants is 
rooted in Scripture and Church tradition. 
The TCCB supports immigration reform 
that is merciful, charitable, and compas-
sionate to those here simply working for 
a better life, while also recognizing the 
legitimate responsibility of the federal 
government to maintain control of the 

U.S. borders.
There are several proposed bills before 

the Texas Legislature that are intended to 
thwart “sanctuary cities,” by holding local 
entities accountable in enforcing complex 
federal law. The TCCB opposes these bills, 
including SB4. The TCCB is supporting 
other bills which are intended to improve 
law enforcement triaging for those work-
ing on the border (SB 168) and to study the 
costs associated with providing humanitar-
ian relief to refugee children (HB 278).

“Catholics are called to stand with 
new American immigrants as our brothers 
and sisters, regardless of their country of 
origin or faith,” explained Jennifer Carr 
Allmon, executive director of the Texas 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. “This 
is who we are. This is what we do. We 
believe each human being is made in the 
image and likeness of God, is worthy of 
respect and has a right to ‘life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.’”

The TCCB believes that by increasing 
lawful means for migrants to enter, live, 
and work in the United States, law en-
forcement will be better able to focus upon 
those who truly threaten public safety: 
drug and human traffickers, smugglers, 
and would be terrorists. Any enforcement 
measures must be targeted, proportional, 
and humane.

“Unfortunately, some policies and tac-
tics in effect or proposed at both the federal 
and state level do not meet that standard,” 
Allmon said. “Instead they have or likely 
will have the effect of undermining the 
human dignity of migrants and creating a 
confrontational and often violent relation-
ship between enforcement officers and 
migrants. They can and do have negative 
impacts on the rule of law and the main-
tenance of public order.”

The Catholic Church in Texas can as-
sist federal authorities in training and in 
understanding the concerns and needs of 
undocumented migrants, Allmon noted.

The Texas Catholic Conference of 
Bishops is the association of the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Texas. Through the 
TCCB, the bishops provide a moral and 
social public policy voice that includes 
monitoring all legislation pertaining to 
Catholic moral and social teaching; ac-
credit the state's Catholic schools; and 
maintain records that reflect the work 
and the history of the Catholic Church 
in Texas.

Texas Catholic bishops call for 
immigration enforcement that respects 

human dignity of migrants

Archbishop Flores of San Antonio, 
First Hispanic Bishop in U.S., Dies

May his soul rest in peace and let perpetual light shine upon him.
Amen.  
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AUSTIN — The Texas Catholic Con-
ference of Bishops and the Texas Private 
Schools Association praised the filing of 
two bills today that will improve the 
educational opportunities for Texas 
school children.

SB 542 and HB 1184 provide 
Texas insurance companies the 
opportunity to donate a portion of 
their tax liability to a 
qualifying nonprofit 
scholarship grant-
ing organization; the 
nonprofit scholarship 
organization then distributes scholarships 
to children who wish to enroll in private 
school or seek additional educational sup-
port services while remaining in public 
school. The program is means tested for 
students in lower income families, students 
with special needs, foster children, and 
children of active duty military. The schol-
arships will be distributed to students with 
the greatest academic and financial need.

The bills were filed by Senator Paul 
Bettencourt and Rep. Dwayne Bohac, 
respectively.

“The Texas Private Schools Associa-
tion is grateful to Senator Bettencourt and 
Representative Bohac for working for a 
parent’s right to choose the best educa-
tional setting for his or her child,” said 
Laura Colangelo, executive director of the 
Texas Private Schools Association.  “The 
tax credit scholarship program has been 
incredibly successful in other states in al-
lowing families to access an education that 
fits their child’s needs, and private schools 
in Texas are ready to implement this im-
portant program as soon as it becomes law 
and opens up educational opportunity for 
Texas schoolchildren.”

Proposed Legislation Provides 
Choice for Texas Parents

The bill does not create a voucher pro-
gram; it is a tax credit. There are 17 other 
states that have been using these popular 
tax credit programs for more than 20 years, 

including Alabama, Arizona, Florida, 
Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, 
New Hampshire, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 

Carolina and Virginia. 
“The time has 

come for Texas to 
provide low income 
families with access 
to the same type of 

educational choices that middle and upper 
income families enjoy” said Jennifer Carr 
Allmon, executive director of the Texas 
Catholic Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
“Where a family lives should not determine 
the quality of education their children 
receive. These bills provide hope for the 
thousands of families on scholarship and 
charter school wait lists.”

Scholarships funded by the tax credit 
legislation will give parents a real choice in 
educational opportunities for their children. 
“Our goal is simple,” Allmon said. “We 
want to ensure that every child – regardless 
of where they live or their family income 
– has access to the best educational setting 
for their students to succeed.”

The Texas Catholic Conference of 
Bishops is the association of the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Texas. Through the 
TCCB, the bishops provide a moral and 
social public policy voice that includes 
monitoring all legislation pertaining to 
Catholic moral and social teaching; ac-
credit the state’s Catholic schools; and 
maintain records that reflect the work 
and the history of the Catholic Church 
in Texas.

Knights Of Columbus Council #4307

Fish Fry 
Sunday, March 12

 St. Peter’s Church Parish Hall in Blessing
Serving From 10:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

Auction & Raffle during the day

Plates - $10.00/EACH
(Includes Dessert & Tea/Coffee)

Raffle Tickets are available from any Knights of Columbus member

Proceeds benefit Knights of Columbus scholarships and charities

The Diocese of Victoria will be participating in the Catholic Faith in 
Action Advocacy Day, on April 4, 2017, at the Texas Capitol in 
Austin.  Participants from the Diocese of Victoria will join thou-
sands of Catholics, from the 15 dioceses in Texas, to advocate for 

policies promoting life, justice, charity, and religious freedom and to 
educate our legislators and other state leaders in a better understanding 

about what we believe as Catholics.  A select group of volunteers will also be 
prepared to visit with the elected state legislators who represent the ten counties of the 
Diocese of Victoria.  If you are interested in participating, call Father Gary Janak, Chan-
cellor of the Diocese of Victoria, at (361) 573-0828, email:  chancellor@victoriadiocese.
org or visit https://victoriadiocese.org/advocacy-day for more information.

Diocesan Participants to Attend 
Advocacy Day in Austin

WASHINGTON—President Donald J. 
Trump today issued an executive order to 
construct a wall at the U.S./Mexico border, 
to significantly increase immigrant deten-
tion and deporta-
tion, and to disre-
gard the judgment 
of state and local 
law enforcement 
on how best to 
protect their com-
munities.

T h e  U . S . /
Mexico border, 
spanning approx-
imately 2,000 
miles, already has roughly 700 miles of 
fencing and barrier that was constructed 
under the George W. Bush administra-
tion. In response to the decision to build 
a wall on the U.S./Mexico border, Bishop 
Joe Vasquez, Chair of the Committee of 
Migration and Bishop of the Diocese of 
Austin, stated: 

“I am disheartened that the President 
has prioritized building a wall on our 
border with Mexico. This action will put 
immigrant lives needlessly in harm’s way. 
Construction of such a wall will only make 
migrants, especially vulnerable women and 
children, more susceptible to traffickers and 
smugglers. Additionally, the construction of 
such a wall destabilizes the many vibrant 
and beautifully interconnected communities 
that live peacefully along the border. Instead 
of building walls, at this time, my brother 
bishops and I will continue to follow the 
example of Pope Francis. We will “look to 
build bridges between people, bridges that 

allow us to break down the walls of exclu-
sion and exploitation.’”

In regards to the announcement of the 
planned surge in immigrant detention and 
deportation forces, Bishop Vasquez added: 

“The announced increase in immigrant 
detention space and immigration enforce-
ment activities is alarming. It will tear 
families apart and spark fear and panic in 
communities. While we respect the right of 
our federal government to control our bor-
ders and ensure security for all Americans, 
we do not believe that a large scale escala-
tion of immigrant detention and intensive 
increased use of enforcement in immigrant 
communities is the way to achieve those 
goals. Instead, we remain firm in our com-
mitment to comprehensive, compassionate, 
and common-sense reform. We fear that 
the policies announced today will make it 
much more difficult for the vulnerable to 
access protection in our country. Every-
day my brother bishops and I witness the 
harmful effects of immigrant detention in 
our ministries. We experience the pain of 
severed families that struggle to maintain 
a semblance of normal family life. We see 
traumatized children in our schools and in 
our churches. The policies announced today 
will only further upend immigrant families.”

Moving forward after the announcement, 
Bishop Vasquez noted: 

“We will continue to support and stand 
in solidarity with immigrant families. We 
remind our communities and our nation 
that these families have intrinsic value as 
children of God. And to all those impacted 
by today’s decision, we are here to walk with 
you and accompany you on this journey.”

Migration Committee Chair Strongly 
Opposes President’s Announcement to 

Build Wall at U.S.-Mexico Border

— Auction — 

— Raffle —

Prayer intention by Bishop Joe Vásquez: 

For the Church, that together the clergy and faithful may hear and follow God’s Word 
in order to accompany others on the way to Christ.

Bishop Joe Vasquez
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By Valerie Schmalz 
Catholic News Service

SAN FRANCISCO (CNS) — Melissa 
Ohden was delivered during a saline infu-
sion abortion, a 2-pound, 14-ounce baby 
suffering jaundice and 
respiratory distress after 
undergoing five days of 
inhaling toxic salt and 
Pitocin-laced amniotic 
fluid.

An adopted child, 
she did not learn the 
facts of her birth un-
til she was 14 during 
a childhood argument 
with her sister.

It wasn’t until last 
year that Ohden met 
her birth mother. She 
learned that her birth 
mother was forced to 
undergo the abortion 
procedure and that her 
mother’s twin sister  – 
Melissa's aunt – tried to 
help the pregnant 19-year-old escape from 
the hospital during the procedure in Sioux 
City, Iowa, Aug. 29, 1977.

“It was literally forced upon her. She 
was given no other choice. We know that 
is representative of so many women,” said 
Ohden, who will speak Jan. 21 at the Walk 
for Life West Coast in San Francisco.

Ohden, who is now based in Kansas 
City, founded the Abortion Survivors 
Network, online at theabortionsurvivors.
com. She counts 210 people who were 
born alive during an abortion. She said 
there may be many more. Those are only 
the ones who have contacted her.

“I appeared to have a bleak future, but 
I was alive,” Ohden wrote in an account in 
2007 for The American Feminist. She was 
adopted by parents who knew “full well 
that as they opened their hearts and their 
home to me, they took a chance on raising 
a child who would quite probably not live 
past her infancy. If I did survive, I would 
more than likely be disabled.”

For years, Ohden “struggled with 
strong feelings of guilt for being physi-
cally, mentally and emotionally able. I 
know full well that millions of babies each 
year are not as lucky as I was.”

Today, Ohden told Catholic San Fran-
cisco, newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco, that her experience and 
that of her mother highlight another often 
disregarded aspect of abortion.

“As a woman, we often hear about 
abortion being a right. As a woman who 
survived an abortion, where is my right 
in that? Certainly the other piece of that is 
the rights of my biological mother. I spent 
years thinking she chose to abort me. It was 

literally forced upon her, 
she was given no other 
choice,” Ohden said.

For 39 years, her birth 
mother believed Melissa 
had died in the abortion, 
as Melissa’s adoption 
was arranged without her 
knowledge, Ohden said. 
To learn her child was 
alive, married, with two 
children and a successful 
career, was like a dream.

Ohden has written a 
book, “You Carried Me: 
A Daughter’s Memoir,” 
which was published in 
early January. Her birth 
father died before she 
could contact him.

“I not only share my survival and my 
search for my biological family, I ulti-
mately get to share how I've been united 
with her. It is honestly like nothing I could 
ever imagine,” Ohden said. “I met her 
face to face for the first time just late last 
spring. What I love about the book is that 
it not only shares my story, but her story.”

“I was scared to write the book because 
I wanted to protect her.  When I finally sent 
it off to her, her response was she loved 
it,” said Ohden, who first met her mother 
in person at a zoo with her half-sister and 
her children – where the little cousins im-
mediately took each other’s hands.

“It is the way God wanted the story 
to end. Who could have imagined 39 
years ago? A forced abortion. The baby 
was meant to die and no one would ever 
know,” Ohden said. Today there is "love, 
forgiveness. We’re part of each other’s 
lives. We’re committed to each other.”

For her adoptive mother and father, the 
story has been challenging too, because 
her parents did not know her birth mother 
was forced into the abortion and did not 
even know Melissa was alive. “My birth 
mother is thankful for my adoptive par-
ents. There is so much love and respect 
on both sides.”

———
Schmalz is assistant editor of Catholic 

San Francisco, newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of San Francisco.

Woman who survived abortion attempt 
to speak at Walk for Life West Coast

Melissa Ohden, founder of 
Abortion Survivors Network

Pregnant?  
Need 
Help?

Confidential and caring assistance available for 
the following needs:
• emotional • material • spiritual • educational •
Providing immediate and practical help.  
We have a special concern for you and your 
unborn child.

          Gabriel Project
Toll Free 1-866-MARY AID

               1-866-627-9243

ECUMENICAL SERVICE—Pope Francis delivers a joint blessing with Ortho-
dox Archbishop Gennadios of Italy and Malta and Anglican Archbishop David 
Moxon, the archbishop of Canterbury’s representative to the Vatican, during an 
ecumenical prayer service to conclude the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls in Rome Jan. 25. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring)

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Divided 
Christians need to recognize the gifts 
God has given to other communities and 
learn from them “without waiting for the 
others to learn first,” Pope Francis said. 
Leading an ecumenical evening prayer 
service Jan. 25 for the close of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, Pope Francis 

Christian unity requires learning from each other, pope says
said Christians must overcome the “temp-
tations of self-absorption that prevent us 
from perceiving how the Holy Spirit is at 
work outside our familiar surroundings,” 
including in the lives of other Christian 
communities. The Vatican’s Sistine Chapel 
Choir and the Anglican Westminster Ab-
bey Choir sang at the service at Rome’s 
Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. 
Pope Francis walked to the tomb of St. 
Paul, under the basilica’s main altar, and 
prayed there with Orthodox Metropolitan 
Gennadios of Italy, the representative of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople, and with Anglican Archbishop 
David Moxon, the representative of the 
archbishop of Canterbury. At the end of 
the service, the two took turns with Pope 
Francis in reading segments of the solemn 
blessing and in blessing the congregation 
with the sign of the cross.

Order of Malta’s grand 
master resigns at pope’s 

request
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — After weeks 

of very public tensions with the Vatican, 
the head of the Sovereign Military Order 
of Malta accepted Pope Francis’ request 
that he submit his resignation. The order’s 
communications office confirmed Jan. 25 
that Fra Matthew Festing, the 67-year-
old grand master, met with Pope Francis 
the day before and agreed to resign. The 
Vatican said Jan. 25 that Pope Francis 
intends to appoint a pontifical delegate to 
govern the order. Festing, who has led the 
world’s largest chivalric order since 2008, 
will submit his resignation Jan. 28 to the 
order’s governing council, according to 
the order’s communications office. A short 
Vatican statement said Festing offered to 
resign Jan. 24 and Pope Francis accepted 
his offer the next day while “expressing to 
Fra Festing appreciation and recognition 
of his sentiments of loyalty and devotion 
to the successor of Peter and his openness 
to humbly serving the good of the order 
and the church.”
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Name: 
Address:
Phone number: 
Parish: 
Age, if 18 or under: 

Although the above material is copyrighted and copying of it is prohibited by law, 
the author does offer use of the material for educational purposes under an Educators 
Program.  If you are interested in using this puzzle or book for educational use or for more 
information, contact Elie’s Spiritual Treasures at (361) 894-7274, elies_spiritual_trea-
sures@yahoo.com or visit www.searching-for-jesus.com.

There will be a drawing from those who send the above entry form with crossword 
puzzle to The Catholic Lighthouse, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, TX 77903 for a chance to win 
an Elie’s Spiritual Treasures Bible Word Search book. Drawing will be held on February 24.

We will be publishing a puzzle quarterly in English and Spanish, the next Spanish 
puzzle will be in June and the English puzzle in April.

Por Catholic News Service
SAN ANTONIO (CNS) — El obispo 

jubilado Patrick F. Flores, de 87 años de 
edad, el primer obispo 
mexicoamericano de 
Estados Unidos, murió 
de pulmonía e insufi-
ciencia cardíaca con-
gestiva el 9 de enero 
en la residencia Padua 
Place para sacerdotes 
jubilados en San An-
tonio.

El obispo, quien abandonó la escuela 
secundaria para ser agricultor migratorio, 
era conocido por su apoyo a los agricultores 
y a los derechos civiles de los mexicoameri-
canos, así como por su amor por su cultura 
y herencia.

El arzobispo José H. Gómez de Los 
Ángeles describió al arzobispo Flores 
como su buen amigo y mentor y como “un 
pionero y ejemplo no solo para mí, sino 
para una generación de sacerdotes hispanos 
y líderes latinos”.

Él dijo que el arzobispo de San Antonio, 
jubilado desde el 2004, “conocía las luchas 
de los hispanos en este país y era amigo del 
agricultor y una voz de consciencia por la 
dignidad y los derechos humanos. Él nos 
enseñó a todos a celebrar nuestra herencia 
y nuestras tradiciones y nos exhortó a com-
partir nuestra fe y nuestros valores orgul-
losamente y a hacernos líderes en nuestras 
comunidades”.

El arzobispo Flores, nacido en Ganado, 
fue uno de nueve hermanos y su familia lo 
llamaba “Ticho”.

Su hermana menor, Mary Moreno, en el 
2004 le dijo al Today’s Catholic, periódico 
de la Arquidiócesis de San Antonio, que a 

menudo su hermano caminaba por la car-
retera frente a la casa familiar rezando el 
rosario. “Él estuvo siempre muy cerca de 
Dios”, ella dijo.

Él también tenía un lado relajado, fre-
cuentemente ganando concursos de baile 
con su hermana María y tocaba varios 
instrumentos y cantaba.

Él fue ordenado al sacerdocio en 1956 
en la Diócesis de Galveston-Houston y fue 
nombrado obispo auxiliar de San Antonio 
en 1970. Ocho años más tarde él fue in-
stalado como obispo de El Paso y en 1979 
fue nombrado arzobispo de San Antonio.

En 1987 él recibió al papa Juan Pablo II 
en la Arquidiócesis de San Antonio como 
parte de la visita del papa a nueve ciudades. 
El papa celebró Misa para una multitud de 
330,000 en un predio donde ahora ubica 
la escuela secundaria John Paul Stephens. 
La Misa todavía mantiene el récord como 
la concentración más grande en el estado.

“He pasado 48 años como sacerdote 
y me ha encantado todo. Si tuviese la 
oportunidad de comenzar de nuevo no 
vacilaría. Pude haberme preparado mejor 
académicamente y de otras maneras. Pero 
literalmente he encontrado gran satisfac-
ción simplemente siendo sacerdote; ser 
obispo es simplemente asumir responsabi-
lidades adicionales”.

“Lo he encontrado muy retador y muy 
gratificante. De modo que he sido muy feliz 
en eso y continuaré siendo feliz”, él añadió.

Después de su jubilación, el arzobispo 
Flores vivió brevemente en Casa de Pa-
dres, centro para sacerdotes jubilados de 
la arquidiócesis pero pasó varios años en 
la residencia Padua Place para sacerdotes 
que necesitan ayuda médica.

Fallece arzobispo Flores, primer 
obispo hispano de EE.UU.

V ENCUENTRO DELEGATES MEET—Bishop Brendan Cahill met with the 
Diocese of Victoria delegates of V Encuentro to discuss the next phase of the min-
istry. The main goal of the V Encuentro is to discern ways in which the Church 
in the United States can better respond to the Hispanic/Latino presence, and to 
strengthen the ways in which Hispanics/Latinos respond to the call to the New 
Evangelization.
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Edna–Catholic Daughters Court St. Theresa the Little Flower 
#1350 is hosting a Divine Mercy Retreat, Saturday Feb. 
18 at the Religious Education Center (202 W. Cedar) from 
8:30-11:30 a.m.  Doors open at 8:00 a.m. at no charge.  A 
light lunch to follow.  Please RSVP to Margaret at (361) 
782-2822 or Alice at (361) 550-6486 before Tuesday, Feb. 
14.  All are welcome.

Victoria–Holy Family Altar Society Lenten mini-retreat, Sat-
urday, Feb. 25 starting with Mass at 8:00 a.m. in the church.  
The retreat will be in St. Peter Parish Hall following Mass. 
Fr. Scott Hill as director will speak on “Reflection on Seven 
Sorrows of Mary!  Men and women are welcome to come.  
There is no charge.  Light breakfast and lunch will be served.  
RSVP by calling Jan at (361) 894-5059 or jantis1@yahoo.
com or Betty at (361) 573-5850.

Victoria– Spirit Wind Ministry, weekend retreat led by lecturer, 
columnist, and author Father Ronald Rolheiser April 21-23, at 
Spiritual Renewal Center.  Theme:  Sacred Fire:  A Spirituality 
of Sexuality.  The retreat cost is $220 p/p. Space is limited 
and will be reserved in the order deposits are received ($50/
non-refundable). Partial grants are available should finances 
be a problem.  This retreat is open to men, women and couples.  
For more information contact Susan Oakley at (361) 649-6391 
or email:  smoak53@msn.com.

Catholic Family Services–To find Catholic organizations which 
focus on family, visit the Catholic Association of Catholic 
Family Life Ministers at www.nacflm.org.

Courage–Ministers to persons with same-sex attractions and their 
loved ones. The ministry also has an outreach, EnCourage, which 
ministers to relatives, spouses, and friends of persons with same-
sex attractions. It is a Roman Catholic Apostolate endorsed by 
the Pontifical Council for the Family.  For more information, visit 
www.couragerc.net.

Emmaus Center–Offers Individual, Couples, Family, 
Adolescent and Children’s counseling as well as specialized 
Support Groups for Men, Women and those afflicted by Grief. 
Spiritual Direction is also available on request. The Emmaus 
Center is located at 1908 N. Laurent St., Suite #140 (behind 
the VA Clinic). Appointments may be made by calling (361) 
212-0830.

Engaged Encounter–2017 dates:  April 21-23, May 26-28, 
Sept. 22-24, Nov. 17-19 registrations are on a first come, first 
serve basis. Fee must accompany registration form. For more 
information, call (361) 573-0828 ext. 2230 or visit www.
victoriadiocese.org. 

Gabriel Project–Helps women experiencing a crisis pregnancy- an 
alternative to abortion. Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 101 W. Convent. Light supper included. 
For angel workshop/training dates, contact Barbara at (361) 649-
1612 or barbaramccain85@yahoo.com. Holy Family, Wharton, 
meetings are the 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.; Sts. 
Peter and Paul, Meyersville, meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 p.m. For more information, call (979) 532-3593, 
M-F, 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Grief Ministry–An on-going Grief Group meets at Holy Family 
Church, Victoria in the Conference Room, 7:00 p.m., on the 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month.  Every adult, who has 
experienced the death of a loved one, may attend (after three 
months has passed).  Please call Sharon at (361) 578-7572 
before attending.   

i.d.9:16 Ministry–For adults in their 20s-30s, single or married. 
Is held at Holy Family in Victoria every first Thursday of the 
month. Starts with the 6:00 p.m. daily Mass, dinner, a talk live 
streamed from the headquarters in Michigan followed by fel-
lowship. Child Care is available to those who RSVP. It is open 
to all young adults of the diocese.  For more information or to 
RSVP for events email id916victoria@gmail.com.

Incarnate Word Prayer Group–Praise and worship on Mondays 
7:30-9:00 p.m. in the auditorium at Incarnate Word Convent, 
1101 N.E. Water Street. For more information, contact Sr. Louise 
Marie Jones at (361) 575-7111 or amormeus@yahoo.com.   

Mothers of Grace–A new mothers’ group at the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Victory.  They meet every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Early Childhood Center.  For more information contact 
Jennifer Ruiz at jenniferschobey.ruiz@yahoo.com.

Natural Family Planning–NFP is the only church-approved 
form of family planning. To learn about the NFP class 
schedules in the Victoria area, contact David and Annie Coffey 
at victorianfpteachers@yahoo.com. For the CREIGTON 
MODEL Fertility Care System (CrMS) featuring NaPro 
TECHNOLOGY™ contact Susanne Koch in Wharton at (505) 
710-0903 or susannekoch614@gmail.com.  

Raphael’s Refuge–RR’s mission is to build and maintain a me-
morial in honor of babies, born and unborn. It is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization located in Flatonia. Peer counseling and 
spiritual direction are available for those suffering a loss of a 
baby due to miscarriage, stillbirth, infant death, or abortion. 
For more information, contact Midge Elam at (361) 865-3021, 
(361) 258-1514, or visit www.raphaelsrefuge.org.

Retrouvaille–Retrouvaille, meaning rediscovery, is a marriage-
healing ministry offered in the diocese to couples in difficult 
marriages. Contact John and Jennifer Vincent at jbvjov@
sbcglobal.net or (361) 580-2770; call (800) 470-2230; or visit 
www.helpourmarriage.org or www.retrouvaille.org.   

St. Francis and St. Clare Fraternity/Secular Franciscans–For 
dates, contact Mary Ann LeBlanc at (361) 575-1858 or visit 
www.lostrescompaneros-sfo.org.

Meals • Picnics and more

Ministries • Ongoing Activities

Conferences • Masses • Retreats and more

February

Amor Meus

March

Submit Calendar Events to
lighthouse@victoriadiocese.org

Victoria–St. Mary Parish Festival, Feb. 12 at the Community 
Center.  A roast beef meal served 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at $9 
p/p with plates-to-go available.  Games, booths, silent auction, 
live auction at 12:30 p.m. and family entertainment. 

Victoria–Holy Family Altar Society Games Party Thursday, Feb. 
16, 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the Activity Center.  Admission is $7 
p/p.  There will be door prizes, food, auction and more.  Make 
reservations by calling Margaret at (361) 575-4997; Betty at 
(361) 573-5850; or Raunda at (361) 576-3790.

Schulenburg–Catholic Daughters Court St. Rose #1597 annual 
fried chicken dinner, Feb. 19 at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
serving begins at 11:00 a.m. at $9 p/p.  There will also be a 
silent auction, sweepstakes, and country walk.

Wharton–Catholic Daughters Court Our Lady of the Clergy 
#1990 Mardi Gras Dance on Saturday, Feb. 25 at the KC Hall 
(2820 N. Fulton).  Doors open at 7:00 p.m., music provided 
by the Legacy Band.  A live (cake) auction, silent auction and 
raffle to help support local charities, scholarships for youth, 
and seminarians.  For more information call (979) 532-1466.

Victoria–Knights of Columbus #9088 Fat Tuesday Dinner Feb. 
28 at Holy Family Activity Center, 4:30-6:30 p.m.  Fried 
chicken, corn on the cob, dirty rice, cole slaw all for $9 p/p, 
dine-in or plates-to-go available.  Gumbo and bread pudding 
available for purchase.  All proceeds benefit OLV School.  For 
more information call Fred at (361) 564-8151.

Taize Prayer, Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7:00-8:00 p.m., Amor Meus 
Prayer Room

Coming Soon
Lenten Vespers:  Sundays during Lent, 5:00-6:00 p.m.

Lenten Retreat:  Saturday, March 25 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Director:  Father Philip Brune
Becoming Holy Right Where You Are

Overnight Retreats:  March 24-26
Directed or Private / Arranged for 1, 2, or 3 nights

Care-Givers Retreat:  Saturday, April 1
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Incarnate Word Auditorium

Guided Easter Retreat:  Saturday, April 29 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Director:  Father Kenneth O’Malley, CP
An Easter Walk with Jesus

Hillje–St. Procopius Spring Festival March 5 at the parish hall.  
Beginning at 11:00 a.m. fried chicken dinner with plates-to-go 
or dine-in at $9 p/p.  There will also be a bake sale in the hall.

Blessing–Knights of Columbus Council #4307 Lenten fish fry, 
auction and raffle on March 12 at St. Peter’s Parish Hall.  
Fried catfish dinner served 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at $10 p/p 
(includes dessert and drink).  A live auction will be held during 
the event.  Proceeds benefit KC scholarships and charities.

Yoakum–St. Ann’s “Warm Ringing Fundraiser” March 26 with 
a kettle-fried steak (8 oz.) dinner at St. Joseph Family Center 
from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at $9 p/p (plates-to-go only).  A 
country store after each Mass.  Tickets available in Yoakum 
at rectory, Yoakum National Bank and First State Bank.  On-going opportunities for guidance and discussion on one’s 

spiritual journey are available with experienced spiritual 
directors.  Call for appointment.  Amor Meus Spirituality Center, 
1101 N.E. Water St., Victoria, TX 77901; (361) 575-7111; 

 e-mail:  amormeus@yahoo.com; 
 website:  www.amormeusspiritualitycenter.org.

ACTS Retreats–For information, visit www.actsmissions.org.
Tivoli–Our Lady of Guadalupe Church celebrates the Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament the 1st Friday of each month at 6:00 
p.m. Mass begins at 7:00 p.m. at 501B William St. with Father 
Paulson Panakal. For more information, call (361) 237-3634. 

Victoria–Our Lady of Lourdes holds Healing Mass and Prayer 
the 1st Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at 105 N. William 
St. with Father Phi Nguyen, chaplain of IWBS Convent. 
For more information, contact Sr. Louise Marie Jones at 
iwbsvoc2@yahoo.com. 

Ceci Triska 
(979) 543-8575 • (leave message)  

ceci.triska@gmail.com •
 www.selectinternationaltours.com

Journeys of Faith with Ceci 
Take a Leap of Faith and 

Go on a Pilgrimage!
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*Interest rates are subject to change. Minimum guaranteed 
rate is 1.50%.  Home Office: San Antonio, Texas.  #ASU 1.17

Yoakum/Port Lavaca
Bert Kenna, FIC
(361) 293-9657

El Campo/Nada
Diane Shimek Cerny
(979) 541-6346

Schulenburg
Royce Shimek, FIC
(979) 743-4313

El Campo
Calvin Pfeil, FIC
(979) 541-6520

Case Hollub
General Agent
(979) 725-1111

Weimar
Karen Kutac, FIC
(979) 725-8919

Hallettsville
Charles Leopold, FIC
(361) 798-4311

Victoria
Eugene Rehak, FIC
(361) 575-4982

Nada/Garwood
Chris Merta, FIC
(979) 543-1059

Shiner
Patrick Klozik, FIC
(361) 594-8160

Weimar
Mike Scardino, FIC
(979) 725-8860

Hallettsville
Wendy Janak, FIC
(361) 798-4311

Victoria
Robert Melnar, FIC
(361) 578-2957

**Includes current yield + 1.25% first year additional interest 
3.25%

APY
*

ANNUITIES • IRAs • ROLLOVERS

East Bernard
Albert Smaistrla, FIC
(979) 335-4473

SHARING THE BIBLE WITH CHILDREN—Howard and Rosemary McElroy 
genuinely advocate the opportunity for children to learn about the Bible. For the 
fourth year, the Catholic couple from the Diocese of Victoria, has contributed funds 
to allow almost 2,300 Catholic school students to enjoy Elie's Spiritual Treasures 
Bible Word Search Puzzle Books. The students received the books in late January.  
Rosemary is a graduate of Holy Cross Catholic School in Yorktown. Their love and 
eagerness to share the Lord's Word with our youngest generation is a tremendous 
blessing to the children in the Diocese of Victoria. Howard and Rosemary McElroy 
are parishioners at St. Michael's Catholic Church, Cuero.  Elie's Spiritual Treasures 
appreciates the continued support of these two sweet angels.

JCDA SPREAD HOLIDAY 
JOY—The Junior Catholic 
Daughters of America's 
Court Daughters of the 
Holy Family #2665 adopted 
Twin Pines Nursing & Re-
hab for their community 
service project.  They are 
very proud of the crosses 
and gift bags they made for 
each resident for Christmas.  
The gifts were delivered on 
December 17, 2016.  These 
young ladies can't wait to 
visit again for their monthly 
bingo fun filled afternoon.  

KC AWARDS BANQUET—The Knights of Columbus Council #1329 of Victo-
ria along with the Catholic Daughters Court of St. Ann #369 recently held their 
Annual Awards Banquet. Receiving awards for Knight of the Quarter were 
Howard Motal, Juan Lara, Harvin Suggs, and Mike Nevlud. The Knight of the 
Year was awarded to Mike Nevlud. Awards for Family of the Quarter were Pat 
and Lori Strauss, Juan and Lydia Lara, Kevin and Joan Pfister, and Jerry and 
Bernice Fabian. The Family of the Year was awarded to Juan and Lydia Lara.  
Pictured,Deputy Grand Knight Mike Nevlud (left), as he receives the award for 
Knight of the Year is congratulated by Grand Knight Richard Gutierrez.
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“The Hallowed Halls of Nazareth” 
Continued from pg. 8

Sister Evelyn Korenek is pictured (top right) 
in the early ‘80s as a new principal.  She re-
turned  five and half years ago to assume that 
position again.

Pictured is Sis-
ter Serena Et-
zler above from 
the early ‘80s 
and today.

Pictured are Sister Kathleen Goike, Sister Maria Goretti 
Warzecha, and Sister Stephana Marbach who have served at 
Nazareth Academy.

The Nazareth Academy building (above) was built to accommodate an increase of students; 
it was dedicated in 1951.  The top photo is the playground view during the days of no  
air conditioning.  An HVAC system and new windows are currently being installed.

Academy with their own children, Sister 
Evelyn responded, “There is a feeling of 
gratitude that so many kids have turned out 
well and that many 
of these students 
return years later 
to Nazareth to en-
trust us with their 
children.  There 
is a partnership, 
because neither 
parents, nor the 
school, can do it 
alone.” 

Sister Serena 
Etzler, who taught 
3rd grade at Naza-
reth Academy for 
25 years, sat with 
her veil over her 
shoulders ,  and 
chuckled as she 
recalled how the 
kids would get so 
excited and com-
pete with each 
other to learn their 
prayers.  As one of 
her past 3rd grad-
ers, I personally 
recalled frightfully 
having to stand at 

my desk and re-
cite my prayers 
out loud.  I also 
remembered that 
a paper without 
a name would be 
quickly crumbled 
and tossed to the 
trash.  When I 
reminded her of 

this, she simply 
stated with a smirk, “Well, they will never 
forget their name again.” She was tough, 
but her students learned life lessons and 
respected her.  She also shared, “A lot of 
students come back and tell me, ‘You taught 
me in 3rd grade; you were my favorite 

teacher.’ I think the kids liked that I played 
kickball during recess with them, and not 
many teachers would do that.”  

Sister Stepha-
na Marbach, the 
cu r r en t  Gen-
eral Superior, 
has seen Naza-
reth Academy 
through some 
major changes.  
She served as 
pr incipal  and 
junior high and 
h i g h  s c h o o l 
teacher for one 
year at Naza-

reth Academy and 
junior high coed 
teacher at St. Jo-
seph’s for one year 
during the begin-
nings of the NA and 
STJ transition years 
of 1969 – 1971.  I 
liked how she de-
scribed Nazareth as 
ecumenical, accept-
ing and respecting 
all religions, but still 
teaching Catholic 
doctrine.  She said, 

“The God we love is the God of every-
body.” As the leader of the IWBS Con-
gregation, it is important to her to keep 
the school financially secure now and plan 
for the future.  She shared, “We Sisters 
have made a financial commitment over 
the years to assure the continuance of 
Nazareth.  We currently have 8 Sisters who 
provide teaching and administrative staff in 
the school.”  She also added, “When you 
see the students who struggled socially or 
academically as children, who you won-
dered about and prayed for, and realize 
they have become wonderful church and 
business leaders, there is a sense of pride 
on both sides.”

Sister Kathleen, who served as principal 
for 13 years from 1992-2005 spoke pas-
sionately about keeping tuition affordable 
at Nazareth Academy, the importance of 
keeping up with technology, and hiring 
qualified teachers, although they would 
never make a public school salary. She 
shared, “We developed scholarships, so that 
we would not price people out.”  I could 
see the concern in her face for these ever-
changing challenges that Catholic Schools 
are faced with in today’s world.  

 Sister Maria Goretti taught 2nd grade 

for 13 years and was responsible for reli-
gion and communion preparation.  I was 
able to watch her teach the sacrament of 
baptism two years ago.  In her patient, quiet 
voice, she had the children re-enact the bap-
tismal ceremony.  I could see how excited 
the children were to learn and participate. 
She spoke about how society and social 
values are so different now, from 150 years 
ago.  Sister Maria Goretti shared, “The 
majority of students back 
then were Catholic; now 
there’s a greater variety. 
We now have children 
of many denominations.”  
She explained that while 
teaching, she tried to 
involve all the students, 
teaching them to respect 
all religions and each 
other. 

 Although I would 
have wanted to talk to 
each and every Sister 
who had a connection 
with Nazareth Acad-
emy, the ones I did speak to had a universal 
sense of gratitude, love, and pride for their 
students and their vocation to teach. The 
pride they felt for their students was like 
that of a mother for her child.  When I sat 
with Sister Evelyn during our interview, 
she explained that even 
today, visitors walk into 
Nazareth and will say, 
“When you walk in 
the door, there is just 
something different 
about Nazareth.” Sister 
Evelyn explained, “It 
is the Incarnate Word 
that makes us differ-
ent; Jesus is the reason 
for our school.” Today, 
150 years later, fami-
lies are still sacrificing 

for the Catholic school choice; to provide 
their children with a nurturing and quality 
education that only the Sisters and the total 
staff of Nazareth Academy can give.  Like 
the “Hallowed Halls of Nazareth” song so 
gently reminds us, “One day a hush will 
fall, the footsteps of us all will echo down 
the hall and disappear.  But as we sadly 
start our journeys far apart. A part of every 
heart will linger here….”  We thank the 

Sisters of the Incarnate Word for dedicating 
their lives to the future of so many young 
people and for instilling Catholic values, 
a strong work ethic, and service to others.   
A part of many hearts will forever linger at 
Nazareth Academy. 


